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^prapoy invites Arafat to Moscow 

'^BHERUT : (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
; f Tnnap Yasser Arafat will visit Moscow early next month at the 
. - invkatioaof President Yuri Andropov. the Palestinian news age- 
ncy. WAFA reported Tuesday. The WAFA report was datelined 
Tripoli: Lebanon, where the agency has an office. Diplomats in 
Beirut said that. ^ if confirmed, the report was significant with 
regard to a rebellion within Mr. Arafat's mainstream Fateh gue- 
rrilla group. Mr. Arafat had been expected to head a PLO deJ- 
.. egation io Moscow last month, but in the end the delegation went 
without him. This raised speculation that the Kremlin was awa- 
itmg the outcome of the Fateh feud, which is largely over his 
leadership, before inviting him. 
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Oman urges Arab peace with Israel 


KUWAIT (R) — Oman's Minister of State for Foreign .Affairs 
Youssef A1 Alawi said Tuesday all Arab countries should make 
peace with Israel. He told a news conference here: “We see that 
either now. 1 11 or even 1 * s y cars ' aier w e must end the state of 
belligerency with Israel and make peace with it. In fact we are in 
an indirect state of peace with brae! by accepting United Nation’s 
resolutions which all call farJsraeTs' existence." He said the 
United States and European -countries had asked the Arab cou- 
ntries "to live in peace with Israel in order to achieve their 
objectives." Mr. Alawi said Oman would not take a unilateral 
decision in making peace with Israel "because we are not a state 
bordering Israel... we are not a confrontation state.” 
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Israelis, Syrians 
exchange fire 

BEIRUT \~R > — Israeli and Syrian 
soldiers exchanged tank and art- 
illery fire in eastern Lebanon Tue- 
sday: ah Israeli military spo- 
kesman outside Beirut said. The 
spokesman said the clashes eru- 
pted after Syrian forces wounded 
an Israeli soldier with light arms. 
In retaliation. Israeli soldiers ope-, 
□ed fire on a Syrian position near 
the. village of Kfar Quoq. nor- 
theast of the Bekaa Valley town of ' 
Rachaiya. the spokesman said. 


Syrians, Libyans 
reportedly attack 
Fateh loyalists 


Israelis attacked 

AMMAN (Petra i - An Israeli 
military column was attacked 
vlonday night on the Nablus- 
Tutkaram road in the occupied 
West Bank. Radio Israel said the 
column suffered only two cas- 
ualties during the attack, which 
took place near Anabia. The radio 
said that a curfew imposed on 
■Anabia is still effective. 

Shops bombed for 
selling Israeli goods 

SIDON(R) - Bombs exploded at 
five shops selling Israeli goods in 
the ‘Ain A1 Hilwe Palestinian ref- 
ugee camp outside this southern 
Lebanese port Monday, security 
sources said. There were no cas- 
ualties in the dawn blasts. Sta- 
tements left near the shops thr- 
eatened similar action against 
those who deal with Israel. The- 
bombed shops sell vegetables and 
other food- mainly imported from 
Israel. Last Thursday, gunmen in 
west Beirut blew up a truck loaded 
with fresh fish from” Israel. - - — 

Lloyd's issues mine 
warning for Gulf 

LONDON (R> — Lloyd's shi- 
pping intelligence Tuesday war- 
ned shipping in the Gulf to beware 
of mines off the Saudi Arabian oil 
terminal of Ras Tanura. Shipping 
experts said the mines would have 
drifted from minefields near Iran 
and Iraq, which have been at war 
since 1 Lloyd's said its agems 
in Bahrain had dispatched a war- 
ning telex to incoming ships fol- 
lowing confirmed mine sightings 
in the Ras Tanura area over the 
last month. 

Izvestia says Iran 
sends Afghans to war 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
government daily newspaper Izv- 
esiia accused Iran Tuesday of -aid- 
ing rebels in Afghanistan and of 
sending Afghan refugees to fight 
in the Gulf war. Iranian int- 
erference in Afghanistan had inc- 
reased recently, it said, quoting an 
Afghan official as saying Iran's 
leadership was trying to spread its 
influence by making use of the 
strong Muslim beliefs among wes-. 
tem Afghanistan’s people. 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (R) — Heavy fighting 
apparently involving Syrian and Libyan tro- 
ops as well as feuding Palestinian guerrillas 
broke out here Tuesday, security sources 
said. 


Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat charged Syrian and Libyan 
troops with fighting alongside 
rebels against his supporters and 
.with preparing "a new massacre." 

Security sources said shelling 
and machine-gun fire was "com- 
ing from all sides" around this anc- 
ient town in east Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley. 

As shells slammed into Baalbek 
and were reported falling on a ref- 
ugee camp nearby. Mr. Arafat 
appealed for international int- 
ervention to "put an end to the 
tragedy.” 

His plea to the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU ) was rep- 
orted by the Palestinian news age- 
ncy WAFA, monitored in Beirut. 

The PLO leader sent urgent 
messages to Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi and Ethiopian Pre- 
sident Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
respectively heads of the two gro- 
ups. 

WAFA said Mr. Arafat’s mes- 
sages linked the Lebanon violence 
with “massacres in the (Israeli) 
occupied territories." 

Attacks on Palestinians there 
“coincide with what is happening 
in the Bekaa and north Lebanon, 
the encirclement and shelling of 
Fateh bases... by Syrian and Lib- 


yan forces whit the Libyan aut- 
horities boasting of what they are 
doing." the messages said. 

Mr. Arafat drew a parallel with 
events in 1 y76. when Syrian tro- 
ops entered Lebanon during the 
civil war and stood by as Pal- 
estinians were massacred by Leb- 
anese militiamen in the Tel A1 
Za'atar camp in Beirut. 

“Arafat stated that what is hap- 
pening -now is preparatory to a 
new massacre." WAFA said. 

Artillery shells hit Baalbek- one 
landing near a Lebanese army 
.security 'post and wounding a sol- 
dier. security sources said. There 
was no immediate word of other 
casualties. 

Clashes were continuing on 
approach roads to Baalbek, the 
sources added. 

Local residents contacted by 
telephone said sporadic shelling 
was still taking place. . 

"Baalbek is living through tra- 
gic hours." the right-wing Fal- 
angist radio said. “Events are 
heading for a military sho- 
wdown."- 

The Falangist radio said Syrian 
and Libyan troops were involved 
in the clashes on the side of rebels 
who oppose Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO ) Chairman 
Arafat. 


Ic said Libyan tanks were firing 
on positions held by guerrillas 
loyal to Mr. Arafat. The radio said 
there were dead and wounded in 
the fighting. 

No independent confirmation 
of ihe radio report was available. 

Lebanese warning 

The “Islamic Amal (hope) 
movement” -- heavily armed 
Shi'ite Muslim militiamen who 
control the town — Monday night 
demanded an end to the Pal- 
estinian factional violence and the 
closure of all bases held by Mr. 
Arafat's divided Fateh group. The 
move followed a week of heavy 
fighting between the Palestinians. 

The Shi’ftes are backed by sev- 
eral hundred Iranian rev- 
olutionary guards quartered in the 
shadow of Baalbek's ancient 
Roman ruins. 

The revolutionary guards also 
warned the Fateh men Monday to 
stop fighting among themselves. 

Previously, the local Sh fires got 
along well with the Fateh men. 
whose bases are mainly in and 
around a big Palestinian refugee 
camp of y.UUU people. 

Bui the locals were clearly wor- 
ried rhat they would be affected by 
the Palestinian fighting. They said 
they did not want Baalbek to bec- 
ome “another Jdita.” a reference 
to a Bekaa village where Fateh 
factions fought daily banles over 
the past week, causing Lebanese 
civilian casualties and a great deal 
of damage to houses. 


U.K. urges freeze on Israeli settlements 


UNITED NATIONS (R) - Bri- 
tain called on Israel Tuesday to 
declare an immediate freeze on its 
"damaging policy 7 ' of establishing 
settlements id the territories it has 
■occupied since the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

“ My government regard Israeli 
policies in the occupied Territories 
with profound and continuing 
concern.” John Margetsoo. Bri- 
tain's deputy permanent U.N. 
representative, told the Security 
Council. He was taking part in a 
debate prompted by last week’s 
killing of three Palestinian stu- 
dents and the wounding of about 
33 others by masked gunmen, bel- 
ieved to be Jewish settlers, in the 
West Bank town of Hebron. 


.Mr. Margetson said Britain con- 
sidered the Israeli settlements 
contrary to international law and 
to the principle of the ina- 
dmissibility of the acquisition of 
territory by force. 

“ .My government call on Israel, 
just as President Reagan has cal- 
led on Israel, to put an end now to 
this damaging policy and to dec- 
lare an immediate settlements fre- 
eze." Mr. Margetson said. 

He said it was certainly not the 
case that this policy alone pre- 
vented a move by all parties tow- 
ards a negotiated settlement. 

But the best way to lower ten- 
sions and start to rebuild con- 
fidence between Israel and its nei- 


ghbours would be to relaunch eff- 
orts towards such a settlement, he 
said. 

I 

The council has before it a res- 
olution sponsored by 20 Arab sta- 
tes condemning the “recent att- 
acks perpetrated against Arab civ- 
ilian population” in the occupied 
territories, particularly last week's 
shooting in Hebron. 

The draft also says Israel's set- 
tlement policies and practices 
■“have no legal validity.” 

it deplores Israel's persistence 
in pursuing those policies and calls 
on it to dismantle existing set- 
tlements. while warning of uns- 
pecified further council action in 
the event of non-compliance. 


Only pro-Syrian participation can 
mar Palestine Central Council session 


‘Hitter diaries’ 
reporter on bail 

HAMBURG (R) — Gerd Hei- 
demann. the journalist who bou- 
ght the forged “Hitler diaries” for 
the West German magazine Stern, 
was released Tuesday pending 
trial on fraud charges, a court spo- 
kesman said. Konrad Kujau. the 
dealer in Nazi memorabilia who 
has confessed to writing the dia- 
ries. had his application for release 
turned down on the grounds that 
he was more likely to attempt to 
flee, the spokesman said. 
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By Lamis K. Andoni 
and AbdulIahAl Ctoum „ 
- Special to the Jordan Times 
and A1 Ra’i 

TUNIS — Preparations are under 
way in the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) headquarters 
here for the reception of the Pal- 
estine Central Council (PCC) 
members arriving for PCC mee- 
ting to open Wednesday at the 
Conferences hall of the Salwa 
Hotel. 35 kilometres from here. 

Palestinian officials express 
great expectations to be realised 
from the PCC meeting, the linking 
body between the PLO Executive 
Committee and the Palestine Nat- 
ional Council (PNC). The sources' 
point out that the convening of the 
PCC meeting under the cha- 
irmanship of Yasser Arafat exp- 
resses full endorsement of his lea- 
dership. it also indicates absolute 
rejection of secessionist attitudes 
in Palestinian ranks, they say. 

The PCC meeting agenda con- 
centrates on four points, covering 
discussion of the situation in the. 
Palestinian arena, Palestinian- 
Syrian relations, the situation in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
the Arab and international sit- 
uation. The rebellion in Fateh, the 
mainstream Palestinian com- 
mando organisation, is top on the 
agenda. Palestinian officials exp- 
ect that the forthcoming PCC ses- 
sions will not witness any hot deb- 


ate or tense atmosphere unless 
attended by pro-Syrian groups. 

The PCC meeting is expected to 
Iasi not more than two days. 

Observers here expect 5» PCC 
members to take part in the mee- 
ting. while pro-Syrian members 
are expected to stay away. In case 
of pro-Syrian groups’ par- 
ticipation in the meeting, there are 
fears that their main goal will be to 
undermine the meeiing. or give its 
sessions a heated atmosphere to 
amplify their minority presence in 
the HI -member PCC assembly. 
Arafat aides point out. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 

Sources close to Mr. Arafat say 
the secessionists can hardly harm 
Fateh except with Syrian support 
since they have no “root base to 
rely on.” the sources add. The 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP). and the 
Democratic From for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (DFLP) do 
not support .the secessionists' 
cause, the sources say. A different 
stand by the PFLP^nd the -DFLP 
would certainly change the bal- 
ance in the secessionists' favour, 
the officials say. 

A group of PCC members are 
adopting a midway stand between 
Mr. Arafat and the secessionists, 
trying to reach a compromise with 
.the two parties; but they insist on 
reforms within Fateh, a stand 


which is in full compliance with 
.Mr. Arafat’s attitude, giving 
major significance to democratic 
dialogue to heal the rift.. 

Pro-Arafat sources say that he 
will definitely be. in control of the 
PCC meeting, which requires no 
limited number of attendance for 
convening. The attendance of any 
number of members, half of which 
will support Mr. Arafat can clear 
the way for the PCC to adopt sui- 
table decisions. 

The PCC includes rep- 
resentatives of various women’s, 
students* . lawyers’ . engineers' and 
workers' associations, in addition 
to all PLO organisations, whether 
they are represented in the Exe- 
cutive Committee or not. Political 
Palestinian parties are also rep- 
resented in the PCC. . 

The Jordan Times learnt that 
representatives of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) led by Ahmad JibriL 
the Popular Struggle Front (,PSF)_ 
and the pro-Syrian Saiga will not 
participate in the meeting. Thesq 
organisations also boycotted a 
recent PLO Executive Committee 
meeting held in Tunis. 

The Jordan Times also learnt 
that the Palestine Higher Military 
Council will hold a meeting in 
South Yemen following the PCC 
meeting to discuss the military sit- 
uation in the Bekaa and other mil- 
itary developments. 



A Palestinian youth, his rifle almost as long as himself, runs for cover 
Monday as fighting flared in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley between feuding 
Palestinian factions (A.P. wirephoto) 


Abu Odeh briefs Yugoslav 
official on Mideast crisis 


AMMAN ( Petra ) — Minister of 
Information Adnan Abu Odeh 
received in his office Tuesday vis- 
iting Yugoslav Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Dmilir Jan- 
uevski. Mr. Abu Odeh briefed Mr. 
Januevski on Jordan's views on 
current events in the region, par- 
ticularly the Israeli-occupied 
Arab territories and-Lebanon. and 
their impact on the peace process 


for finding a just and balanced set- 
tlement to the region's conflict. 

The two sides discussed the pot- 
entials of an eight-member com- 
mittee formed by the Non- 
Aligned Movement to activate 
efforts for the restoration of Pal- 
estinian rights within the fra- 
mework of a just solution to the 
Middle East conflict. 


Kaddoumi says PLO will not 
discuss government-in-exile 


BEIRUT (R) - The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) 
foreign affairs spokesman Tue- 
sday denied reports that the PLO 
would discuss forming a pro- 
visional government when the 
Palestine Central Council meets in 
Tunis Wednesday. 

Farouk Kaddoumi. quoted by 
the Palestinian news agency 
WAFA, moniiored in Beirut, said 
the question of a govemment- 
tn-exile had not been discussed in 
recent PLO meetings, nor was it 


proposed for discussion. 

"Anything said in this context is 
not an official view, but merely 
opinions.” the agency quoted him 
as saying. 

In such circumstances, he said, 
the PLO “is not about to form a" 
provisional government.” 

Earlier, the Kuwaiti newspaper 
A) Watan quoted a Palestinian off- 
icial as saying the Central Council 
would discuss the formation of a 
government- in-exile. 


Israelis ring Falangists as McFarlane meets Gemayel 


BEIRUT(R) — Israeli troops and 
armour ringed a rightist Falangist 
military base in southern Lebanon 
Tuesday in their first major con- 
frontation since Falangists sup- 
ported Israel's invasion of Leb- 
anon 14 months ago. 

The Israeli army, in a move 
widely seen as part of a plan to 
tighten its grip on southern Leb- 
anon before a partial withdrawal 
to the area, staged a dawn raid on 
the base at the village of Kfar Fal- 
ous. east of the port of Sidon. to 
force out the rightist militiamen. 

The Falangists, fearing a 
clamp-down by their long-time 


allies, refused to move. They had 
been ordered last week to close 
down the barracks. 

Local rightists unleashed 
swarms of bees as the Israelis for- 
ced their way into the base. Scores 
of women and children joined the 
fighters in a sit-in. a Reuter rep- 
oner in South Lebanon said. 

As Israeli and Falangist officers 
discussed the crisis in the encircled 
base, new U.S. special envoy 
Robert McFarlane met President 
Amin Gemayel to present what 
diplomatic sources called “adv-- 
anced ideas" on removing foreign 
forces from Lebanon. 


The sources did not reveal what 
the ideas where, but Beirut press 
reports have indicated Mr. McF- 
arlane is trying to mesh Israel's 
plan to stage a partial pull-back in 
Lebanon with the U.S. goal of 
total withdrawal of all Israeli and 
Syrian forces. 

President Reagan has wel- 
comed the plan, but Syria has 
denounced it as a prelude to per- 
manent occupation of South Leb- 
anon. 

Mr. Gemayel Monday rejected 
any neogitations on the basis of a 
partial pull-out unless it is pan of a 
full withdrawal, raising spe- 


culation that he was annoyed with 
Mr. Reagan’s endorsement of the 
plan. 

Mr. McFarlane met the pre- 
sident alone for 45 minutes at his 
family home in the mountain town 
of Bikfaya. They were later joined 
by aides, officials said. 

McFarlane in Israel 

TEL AVIV (R; — U.S. special 
envoy Robert McFarlane arrived 
from Beirut Tuesday on Che second 
leg of a Middle East mission aimed 
at withdrawal of all foreign forces 
from Lebanon. 


Iraq reports heavy Iranian losses 


Papandreou 
criticises 
pullout pact 

ATHENS (R) — Greece, whose 
current presidency of the Eur- 
opean Economic Community 
(EEC) includes foreign policy 
coordination, has criticised the 
IsraeJi-Lebanese troop wit- 
hdrawal accord backed by its 
community partners. 

I Prime Minister Andreas Pa p- 
, an dr ecu. in an address to the cen- 
! traJ committee of his Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (PASOK). 

I said the accord worsened the sit- 
uation in Lebanon. ' 

The 1U community heads of 
government, however, in June 
welcomed the agreement as “a 
first step which must be followed 
by others.” 

Asked wheihen he remarks Mr. 
Papandreou made at the weekend 
'were cabinet or PASOK party 
views, a government spokesman 
said Tuesday: “They were exp- 
ressed by the prime minister and 
they are government views.” 

Mr. Papandreou said: “From 
the first moment we saw that the 
Lebanese- Israeli agreement did 
not constitute a first step in the 
right direction, but a first big step 
backwards. Instead of solving the 
problem it has worsened it.”- 

Talking about the clash within 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). Mr. Papandreou 
said: 

“This confrontation that has 
emerged within the ranks of the 
Palestinians is a result of the das- 
hing of the hopes that you can 
promote a solution to the Pal- 
estinian problems through pea- 
ceful means." he said. 

The remarks by Mr. Pap- 
andreou, who gave an emotional 
welcome to PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat at the start of the eva- 
cuation of Beirut last year, were 
among the most radical he has 
made on the Middle East in recent 
months. 

At a meeting of community for- 
eign ministers in May, Greece blo- 
cked a statement welcoming the- 
Lebanese- Israeli accord. It said 
this was because the accord did 
not have Syrian consent. 

But when the community’s 10 
heads of government, including 
Mr. Papandreou, met in Stuttgart, 
West Germany the following 
month they agreed that the accord 
was “a first step which must be 
followed by others." 


BAGHDAD (R; — Iraq said 
Tuesday its forces killed 1 .200 
Iranian troops and captured many 
tanks Monday in some of the fie- 
rcest Gulf war fighiing since ihe 
conflict started nearly three years 
ago. 

Official repons said nearly 
6.600 Iranian troops had been kil- 
led in attacks on Iraqi border pos- 
itions east of the towo of Zur- 
batiyeh. 160 kilometres east of 
Baghdad, since an attempted Ira- 
nian thrust began on Saturday. 

A field commander, quoted by 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA). 
said Monday an attack earlier in 
the day .was repulsed by Iraqi 
armoured units and commandos 
after fierce hand-to-hand fighting. 

Baghdad Television Monday 
n ight showed pict ures o f dozens of 
.Iranian bodies scattered near bar- 
bed wire, believed to mark the 
border between the warring nei- 
ghbours. 


Begin’ s 

popularity 

declines 

* 

TEL AVIV (R) — Only one third 
of Israelis consider Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin the best can- 
didate for his job. according to an 
opinion poll published Tuesday. 

The poll, in the Jerusalem Post, 
was the second in a week to report 
an erosion in Mr. Begin’s pop- 
ularity. It said 33.2 per cent of 
those questioned considered him 
most suited to be prime minister, 
compared with 41.1 per cent in 
May and 45.6 per cent in March. 

The survey, conducted by the 
Mod'im Ezrachin Research Ins- 
titute. showed that other top gov- 
ernment ministers, with the exc- 
eption of Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens, have also lost public sup- 
port. 

Mr. Begin, downcast and rec- 
lusive since the death of his wife, 
last month triggered public debate 
about his emotional health by pos- 
tponing talks with President Rea- 
gan. 

The poll showed more than a 
quarter of Israelis did not know 
who they wanted as prime min- 
ister while 16.4 per cent backed 
ex-Presidem Yitzhak Navon. a 
■ member of the opposition Labour 
Party, for the post. 


spaper AI Thawra said hundreds 
of Iranian corpses were lying in 
valleys and on foothills opposite 
Zurbatiyah. about 400 kilometres 
south of another Iranian thrust 
launched on July 23. 

Iran said Monday tierce fighting 
was still raging in the central sec- 
tor of the wasfrom. 

The Iranian news agency 1RNA 
claimed Iranian troops killed or 
wounded 400 Iraqis and captured 
two Iraqi positions in battles near 
Ihe Iranian border town of Meh- 
ran. 

Ramadan returns 

Iraqi Fust Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Taha Yassin Ramadan ret- 
urned home Tuesday after talks 
with the rulers of Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait on the Gulf war. 

"The Iraq-lran war was among 
topics discussed” with King Fahd ' 
of Saudi Arabia and the emir of 
Kuwait. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 


ROME iR) — Italian Prime 
Minister-designate Beuino Craxi 
Tuesday offered Republican lea- 
der Giovanni Spado lini the def- 
ence portfolio, political sources 
said. 

But Mr. Spadolini has set his 
sights on the Foreign Ministry, a 
job adamantly claimed by the Chr- : 
istian. Democrats for outgoing 
Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo 
or former Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti. the sources added. 

Mr. Craxi. who is attempting to 
be Italy’s first post-war Socialist 
prime minister, spent four hours 
discussing the tricky issue of por- 


A! Sabah, he told INA. 

Mr. Ramadan, a. member of 
Iraq's Revolutionary Command 
CounciL also said he conveyed 
messages from President Saddam 
Hussein to the two rulers on “the 
current critical circumstances 
faced by the Arab Nation and bil- 
ateral relations.” 

Kuwait, Oman urge peace 

Meanwhile. Kuwait and Oman 
agree on the need to end the 
35-month-old Gulf war. official 
Kuwaiti sources said Tuesday. 

The sources were commenting 
on a two-hour meeting between 
Kuwait's crown prince. Sheikh 
Sa'ad Al Abdullah Al Sabah, and 
Tweini Ibn Shehab. advisor to 
Oman's sultan. Qaboos Ibn Sa'id. 

The sources said the talks cov- 
ered bilateral relations. Gulf Coo- 
peration Council activities and the 
Gulf war. 


tfolio share-outs in talks with lea- 
ders of his prospective 
partners-the dominant Christian 
Democrats and the small Rep- 
ublican. Liberal and Social Dem- 
ocratic parties. 

Emerging from the last of the 
individual meetings. Mr. Craxi 
said he expected his attempt to 
end positively with a par- 
liamentary debate and vote of 
confidence next week. 

Asked when he would meet' 
President Sandro Pertini to submit 
a list of his ministers. Mr. Craxi 
said it would be Wednesday at the 
earliest. 



Happy Arrival 


Jean-Claude & Rose Gluckman gladly announce 
the arrival of their newly-born daughter Zein at I 
Al Khalidi Maternity Hospital on Aug, 2 , 1983, . 



A report in Tuesday’s new- 


Spadolini offered Defence 
Ministry in new coalition 
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U.S.. France promise anti-aircraft guns 

Chad alleges devastating 

bombing raids by Libya 


N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad’s Foreign Minister Idr- 
iss Miskine said Libyan air bombings on the rec- 
aptured northern town of Faya-Largeau resumed 
Tuesday with greater intensity, killing many people. 


He icld ambassadors in N*dja- 
mena that the oasis town was 
bombed non-stop from IN15 
G vlT vlonday night to 01 mi GMT 
Tuesday, resuming at H515 GvlT 
after a four-hour interruption. 

Bombing had continued until 
arounJ iisnn G vlT Tuesday mor- 
ning. killing many government 
troops as well as civilians, he told 
the ambassadors he Had sum- 
moned tor a briefing on the latest 
air raids. 

President Hissene Habre sent 
an appeal for help to the U.N. 
Security Council, accusing Libya 
of massacring the civilian pop- 
ulation of Faya-Largeau. 

1‘he number of victims is fri- 
ghtening and dramatic". Lhe mes- 
sage said. 

He urged the president of the 
Security Council to do all he could 
to " bring back Libya to reason". 

The government has reported 
daily air raids on the oasis town. 
I .oiin kilometres north of the cap- 
ital. since its troops recaptured it 
from Libyan- backed rebels last 
Saturday. 

Libya has denied mounting air 
raids, as well as accusations by 
Washington that its troops were 
directly supporting the rebels led 
by lonner Chadian President 
Goukouni Oueddei. 

Bui vlr. \1iskine told the for- 
eign envoys that a large pan of 
Faya-Largeau had been destroyed 
b_\ air attacks. 

- 1 he Libyan bombers operate 
at low altitude, knowing full well 
that iHir troops have no anti- 
aircraft guns." government sou- 
rces quoted him as saying. 


During the meeting Mr. Mis- 
kine also showed the ambassadors 
12 Libyan soldiers said to have 
been captured at Faya-Largeau. 
the sources said. 

The Chadian high command put 
the number of rebels killed during 
the four-hour battle for the oasis 
town at «no. with 1 .2uu more cap- 
tured. 

In a later statement the inf- 
ormation minister said gov- 
ernment troops had suffered no 
casualties “thanks to the surprise 
effect of our attack". 

He said a huge quantity of arms 
had been seized and senior mil- 
itary and civilian officials had been 
captued. 

No French troops 

HARIS ( R ) — French militaiy int- 
ervention in the Chad civil war 
would be “unthinkable", despite 
an increasing flow of French arms 
to the government there, a senior 
defence ministry official said Tue- 
sday. 

France announced Monday it 
was sending anti-aircraft weapons 
to government troops reported to 
be coming under attack from Lib- 
yan planes backing rebel forces in 
northern Chad. 

Bui ministry officials stressed 
Tuesday that there was stiU no 
question of direct intervention in 
the conflict in its former Central 
African colony. 

"It is unthinkable that French 
units would use their eq uipment to 
intervene in Chad from their Afr- 
ican bases." one official said. 

President Hissene Habre had 


appealed to France to send Jaguar 
strike aircraft based in Gabon, but 
diplomatic sources here said this 
had been ruled out because it 
would have involved French pil- 
ots. 

An external relations ministry 
spokesman said the ministry never, 
revealed details of arms being, 
supplied, but informed sources 
said it was almost certain that aut- 
omatic weapons of 20mm or' 
3Umra would be sent. 

These weapons, designed and 
produced by G1AT (Groupement 
indusiriel de L’Armee de Terre), 
have radar guidance systems and 
are effective against most modem 
ground attack aircraft up to aro- 
und 1.5011 metres. They can be 
mounted on trucks or tanks, are 
easy to operate and are designed 
to work in rough conditions, the 
sources said. 

American weapons too 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Uni- 
ted States has decided to send 
anti-aircraft weapons to Chad to 
help President Hissene Habre res- 
ist reported Libyan air raids in the 
□onh of the Central African cou- 
ntry. the Slate Department said 
Monday night. 

“ We are mak ing available to the 
Chad government anti-aircraft 
weapons to give its forces at 
Faya-Largeau a better opp- 
ortunity to defend themselves aga- 
inst continuing attacks by Libya." 
a State Department spokesman 
said. 

Earlier, the spokesman said the 
United States was reviewing its aid 
to Chad. The decision to send 
’weapons follows weekend con- 
sultations at the State Department 
and a strongly worded con- 
demnation of alleged Libyan agg- 
ression. 










Middle East issues given top priority 
in Japanese envoy’s foreign agenda 


I OK 1 1’> i Ri Japanese Foreign 
Minister Shintarn Abe left Tue- 
sday lor a iwn-v eek tour ol the 
Middle East and East European 
countries lor talks on int- 
ernational issues. 

The tour, seen as a move to str- 
engthen l span's diplomatic role, 
will take Abe first to Romania and 
then to Bulgaria. Iran. Turkey and 
Iraq Ivlore returnin'! here on 
Aug. 14. 

He will be lhe first foreign min- 
isier from a major industrialised 
country to visit Iran since the Isl- 
amic revolution in 1^7‘k and the 
first Jjpanese foreign minister m 
visit Romania and Bulgaria. 

1 1 is stop in Ankara will be the 
first bv a Japanese cabinet min- 
ister since ihc end of World War 
II. 


vlr. Abe Lold reporters the main 
aim of his trip to Iran and Iraq was 
to strengthen Japan's bilateral rel- 
ations. He had no intention of 
mediating in the Gulf War. he 
said. 

But a foreign ministry spo- 
kesman said Japan could at least 
tell Tehran and Baghdad that bil- 
ateral trade, economic and tec- 
hnical co-operation would be 
enhanced by an end to fighting. 

vlr. Abe's visit to Iran follows a 
recent agreement to resume work 
on the Bandar Khomeini pet- 
rochemical complex, originally 
estimated to cost S3.5 billion. 

Work on the complex was first 
interrupted by the revolution and 
again by the outbreak of the Gulf 
War. when it was ><5 per cent com- 
pleted. 


In Baghdad, vlr. Abe is exp- 
ected to appeal against Iraq’s rec- 
ent threat to attack the pet- 
rochemical complex. He is also 
expected to conclude negotiations 
on an extension of a deadline ol 
Aug. 15 for Iraq's use of pre- 
viously committed Japanese 
mixed loans. 

In Turkey, vlr. Abe is due to 
complete formalities on Japan's 
pledge last January to extend a 
S65 million loan and buyers' cre- 
dits worth S 1 5 million to Ankara. 

vlr. Abe’s talks with Romanian 
and Bulgarian leaders, apart from 
trade and economic co-ope ration, 
will cover East-West relations. 
Japan's strained relations with 
Moscow and the current U.S.- 
Soviet talks on limiting int- 
ermediate range nuclear missiles. 


FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS: a 

loyalist Fateh guerrilla m anning a jeep-mounted 
machinegun on the lookout for rebel forces in the 
Bekaa Valley near Baalbek Monday. The loyalists 


were blaming Syrian troops for helping the rebels. 
Monday’s death toD was reported to be 42 and wou- 
nded 75. (A.P. wirephoto). 


6 More generous assistance’ not 
promised to Israel, U.S. says 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
terms of U.S. aid to Israel were 
discussed by officials of the two 
countries here last week but Pre- 
sident Reagan made no com- 
mitments on more generous ass- 
istance. the State Department said 
Monday. 

A senior Israeli official was quo- 
ted by the Washington Post assay- 
ing in occupied Jerusalem Sunday 
that Mr. Reagan had agreed to 
give “favourable consideration" 
to requests that the terms of the 
aid be changed to take account of 
Israel’s financial problems. 

The unnamed official, who acc- 


ompanied, Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir and Defence 
Minister iMoshe Arens to Was- , 
hiagton last week, said Was- 
hington was asked to increase Lhe 
part of militaiy aid provided as a 
grant rather than as loans. 

He also said the administration 
was asked to approve the use of 
some military aid for development 
of Israeli-produced weapons such 
as the Lavi fighter. 

Asked about the official's rep- 
orted comments. Slate Dep- 
artment spokesman John Hughes 
told reporters: “The president 
made no commitment but the Isr- 


aelis have discussed with us on a 
number of occasions over the past 
few months the terms of our fin- 
ancial assistance as well as the use 
of FMS (Foreign Military Sales 1- 
financing to develop weapoos sys- 
tems." 

Mr. Hughes said the subjects 
were raised during discussions 
with Lhe Israeli delegation last 
week and “are under con- 
sideration by the United States 
government.” 

The focus of the U.S.-lsraeli 
talks was on the situation in Leb- 
anon. 


Battles reported in Kabul suburb 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
guerrillas' and government troops 
clashed for four hours in a Kabul 
suburb on Saturday night after 
helicopters pounded the area with 
rockets. Western diplomats said 
here Tuesday. 

Two helicopters opened fire on 
the area late at night, shooting 20 
to 30 rockets at suspected hid- 
eouts of guerrillas fighting against 
the pro-Soviet Kabul government, 
the diplomats quoted eye- 
witnesses as saying. 

Fighting then broke out on the 
ground with mortar, rocket and 
machine gun fire continuing umif 
3 a.m. local time, they added. 

Diplomats said the incident, the 
most spectacular fighting in the 
capital last week, appeared to 
have been touched off by a gov- 
ernment ambush of eight guerrilla 
commanders. 

The eight had been frequently 
travelling by car in the area to 


coordinate load resistance. They : 
were attacked on Saturday night, 
the diplomats said. 

One was killed, but the others 
escaped. 

Helicopters were brought in to 
support troops fighting on the 
ground following the ambush, the 
diplomats said. 

A lunchtime attack on an Indian 
restaurant in Kabul, with six or 
seven injured, and a city-wide bla- 
ckout after rebels cut power Lines 
took place last week. 

Government-controlled Radio 
Kabul reported both incidents. 

The diplomats also said that 
Kabul's second offensive this 
summer against rebels in Pag- 
hman, 1 5 kilometres northwest of 
KabuL seemed to have ended 
early last week. 

Soviet and Afghan government 
troops were withdrawn from the 
area and local officials, including 
the governor of Kabul, held a 


meeting there^onr July’ 26 -which 
diplomats said seemed designed to 
convince the people that the aut- 
horities controlled the area. 

In fighting in the Paghraan area 
in mid-July, the diplomats said, 
rebel machine-gunners shot down 
one MiG fighter and one hel- 
icopter. 

A helicopter carrying a Soviet 
officer and a Soviet nurse was for- 
ced to land in the area around July 
2M. Both were taken prisoner by 
the rebels, the diplomats said. 

Pakistan lodges complaint 

UNITED NATIONS (R> — Pak- 
istan has complained to the Sec- 
■ urity Council that between Jan- 
uary and J une this year its airspace 
was violated 22 times from Afg- 
hanistan. where opponent of the 
Soviet-backed Kabul government 
have been waging a guerrilla war 
for nearly four years. 


2 Lebanese hijackers get 
long jail terms in Cyprus 


LARNACA. Cyprus IR) — Two 
Lebanese Shfite Muslims who 
hijacked a Libyan airliner to pub- 
licise the disappearance of iheir 
spiritual leader were sentenced to 
seven years in jail by a court in 
Cyprus Tuesday. 

Mechanic Raja Arif Ahmed. 1 
2 m. and student Mehdi Sadoun 
Hadjihassan, 17, forced the Rom- 
anian Boeing 707. leased to Lib- , 
yan Arab Airlines, to change cou- ‘ 
rse after taking off from Athens 
for Tripoli on June 22. 

It eventually Landed at Larnaca 
where, after all-night neg- 
otiations. a Cypriot cabinet min- 


ister persuaded the men to release 
the 32 passengers and crew and 
give themselves up. 

The two men pleaded guilty 
when the trial opened Monday to 
charges of seizing an aircraft by 
force, endangering the aircraft 
and its passengers and possessing 
a pistol and explosives. 

In statements read to the court, 
they admitted planning the hijack 
a month in advance. 

The said they had carried it out 
to gain publicity and spur new eff- 
orts to find their spiritual leader. 
Imam vloussa Sadr, who dis- 
appeared on a trip to Libya in 
I97X. 


Over 95,000 Iranians 
set to make pilgrimage 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran will send 
more than 95 .01)0 people on the 
annual Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca this year despite what it has 
called trouble- mak ing by the 
Saudi Arabian government. Teh- 
ran Radio reported Monday. 

The decision was announced by ( 
the leader of the Iranian pilgrims' 
delegation. Moussavi Khomiha. 
and the Islamic guidance Minister. 
Mohammad Khatami, after a 
meeting with Iranian leader Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, it said. 

The radio quoted the officials as 
saying the Saudi government had 
“created trouble" over acc- 
ommodation for Iranian pilgrims, 
but this would not stop them vis- 
iting the holy shrine. 

Conservative and pro-Western 
Saudi Arabia is suspicious of 
Iran’s brand of militant Islam and 
there have been serious incidents 
in the past between Iranian pil- 
grims and Saudi security forces. 

Last year. Saudi Arabia exp- 


elled a number of Iranian pilgrims 
after clashes with police. 

The Saudis accused the Iranians 
of distuzbing other pilgrims, while 
the Iranians said the Saudis had 
prevented them from performing 
their religious duties. 

Iran protested Lhree weeks ago 
to Saudi Arabia that it had failed 
to issue visas to most Iranian off- 
icials wanting to travel to Mecca 
and the Prophet Mohammed's 
tomb in Medina to arrange acc- 
ommodation for the pilgrims. 

The Islamic guidance minister, 
who is also chairman of Iran’s sup- 
reme pilgrimage council, has iss- 
ued a statement accusing Saudi 
authorities of obstructing the 
work of the few Iranian officials 
they had allowed to enter the cou- 
ntry. 

Mr. Khatami said the Saudis 
had surrounded the Iranian off- 
icials with security men and forced 
landlords either not to sign or to 
cancel contracts with them. 


Women appeal to Wazzan 
on behalf of missing men 


BEIRUT tR) - More than- 
Palestinian and Lebanese Muslim 
Vomen. appealed Tuesday to 
'Prime Minister Shafiq A1 Wazzan 
to secure the release of their hus- 
bands. sons and grandsons who 
they say have been kidnapped. 

The women accuse right-wing 
Christian Falangists of kidnapping 
the men around the time of the 
massacres in the Palestinian ref- 


■ ugee camps of Sabra and Shatila 
last September. 

: Witiat -their heads covered, the 
women ^demanded Mr. Wazzan 

■ meet them with chants of “Where 
are you. Wazzan?” and “AJlahu- 
akbar”. A gendarme told them 
Mr. Wazzan was not in his office. 

The women, some in teats, cro- 
wded around reporters showing 
photos or Palestinian refugee 
cards of their missing men. 


Washington to sell SI 76m 
Vl60a tanks to Saudi Arabia 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Pentagon told Congress Tuesday it 
intended to sell Saudi Arabia UKI M6Ua tanks with thermal sights 
and other equipment valued at an estimated SI 76 million. 

It said the sale was in keeping with U.S. policy to assist other 
nations to defend themselves and also reflected support for the 
Saudis as a force for moderation in the Middle East. 

"Hie Pentagon said the prime contractor would be General Dyn- 
amics Corporation, of Warren. Michigan. 

Under \J .S. law. Congress must be informed of major foreign arms 
sales. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17:30 - Koran 

15:55 Cartoons 

life 10 Talcs from the World 

I&35 Inner Space 

19:00 Green Meadows 

19:20 Programme Rev ieu. 

19:30 Local Programme 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20i30 Arabic Senes 

21:40 Wrestling 

22:20 Local Programme 

23:10 New, in Arabic 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

MfcOO French Programme 

19:00 News in French 

19JQ ... News in Hebrew 

2006 Comedy: Some Mother, Do 
Have Them 

21:10 Documentary 

22.-00 News in English 

22:15 -The Women in White’ 

RADIO JORDAN 

W A Hz. AM l( <70 MHz, FM 
A partly on *»56 0 KHz. SW 

07:00 Morning Show 

O7;30 News Bulletin 

10:00 New, Summary 

lfc05 - Morning Show 

12:00 .. News Summary 

12:05 Pop Session 

13:00 News Summary 

13:05 ... Pop Session 

1*00 News Bulletin 

14;J0 Instrumentals 

14:30 Now Musk 

!S:00 Concert Hour 

tfcOO News Summary 

IfcQS ... Instrumentals. Old Favourites 
17:00 .. Talking Points. Pop Session 

1*00 News Summary 

18:05 Over a Cup of Tea. Arabian 
Music 

1*00 Newsdesk 

I WO Date with a Star 

20:00 Evening Show 

21:00 New, Summary 

21:05 Evening Show 

22:00 News Summary 

23:00 New, Summary 

24:00 New? Hcjdlmes 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6.10 ?:t». U13 KHz 
0fc00 Newsdtak 06:45 Financial New, 


0&J5 Reflection, 07:00 World New, 
07:09 24 Hours News Summary 07:30 
Derby Preview 07:45 The World Today 
08:00 Newsdesk Q&30 Diversion* (MM 
World News 09:09 24 Hours News 
Summary 09:30 The Brotherhood of 
Bras, 09:45 Report on Religion 10*9 
Reflections 10:15 The Golden Age of 
Opertta 10:30 Two Cheers for June 
11:00 World News 11=09 British Press 
Review 11:U The World Today 1! J# 
Financial News 11:40 Look Ahead 
11:45 The Instruments of Jazz IZ*0 
Men and a Girl 12*0 Derby Review 
12*5 What’s New 1340 World News 
13*9 News about Britain 13:15 Lis- 
tening Post I3 l 30 Meridian 14*0 Radio. 
Newsreel 14:15 Nature Notebook 14:25 
The Farming World 14:4$ Sports 
Round-up 15*0 World News 15:09 24 
Hours News Summary 1530 Verdi and 
His World 16:15 This Sporting Summer 
I&I5 The Derby 16130 Comedy Show 
17:00 Radio Newsreel 17:50 Racing 
18*0 World News 18.-09 Commentary 
18: 45 The World Today 1*00 World 
News 19*9 Listening Post 19&5 New 
Ideas 19:35 Waveguide 19*45 Sport* 
Round-up 20*0 World News; News 
about Britain 20:15 Radio Newsreel 
20:30 Top Twenty Z1:S0 International 
Soccer Special 21:39 Stock Market 
Report 22.-00 World News 22:09 24 
Hours News Summary 22*0 Ass- 
ignment 23:00 Network U K. 2330 Jazz 
for the Asking 2*00 World News 24*9 
The World. Today «fc2S Book Choice: 
Financial New, 00:40 Reflections 00:45 
Sports Round. up 01:00 World News; 
Commentary 0I;I5 Marital Rites 01 JO 
Top Twenty 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

1260. 50«!S5. 7200. 15205. 11725 KHz 

05:00 The Breakfast Show: News. Inf- 
ormal Presentation of Popular Music 
with Feature Reports. Interviews, Ans- 
wers to Listener's Questions. Science 
Digest. News Summary at 30 minutes 
past lhe hour. 17:00 News 17:10 Mag- 
azine Show 3 7:30 Special English News 
and Features 18.-00 News 18:10 New- 
sline 18*0 Now Music USA IfeOO News 
19=10 Magazine Show 19--30 Special 
English News and Features 2040 News 11 
20:10 Newsline 2ffcJ0 Now Musk USA 
‘11:00 Newsline 11J0 DateUm/ Focus 
22.-00 New, and Editorial 22,-15 Music 
USA Jaz2 23:00 V’OA World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

■ Paintings by Margaret Osbura at 
Hotel Anna. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Ubraiy 4 1520 

British Council — .... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre ... 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turtjph Cultural Centre ..... 39777 

Haya Am Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City „ 66?tfii 

V.W.C.A 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 36111 
University ol Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FokJon Mu seum : Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 year, old. Aha mosaics 
Wm Madaba and /crash (4th to lfith 
Centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a_m, - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Junta Archaeological Museum Hits U 
excellent collection of (he antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 la, - 5.00 pjn. 

( Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 lot ■ 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National fiafltiy; Contains a cot- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muatazah. Jabal 
Luwerbdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 

1 JO p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

Mffltsry Museum; Collection of m Unary 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 2916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening hours 9 a.m. -4 p.m. closed 
Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

Pn^mlar Lite of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p-m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lmmh A mm a n Club. Meetings every 
urn and third Wednesday at the Tyche 

HoteL 1J0 p.m. 

Don, PUladelpUn Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott HoteL 1 JO p.m. 
PhiI «**pM* Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
ai the Intercontinental HoteL 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 81 526 1. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church or the Annunciation (Roman 
latholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh. 37440. 

^“ fle Ctareb (Rqman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of tbe AnanadatloB (Creek 
Orthodox) Abdah. 23541. 

A ngl i ca n Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559 

Catholic Cbmcfa Ashrafieh. 

Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 

Si. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh. 71751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 663249. 


PRAYER TIMES 

«:I8 Fajr 

04:52 (Sunrise) Shucuq 

11:43 ...... Dhohr 

15J3 1 Asr 

18:31 - Maghreb - 

20:05 -bha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alla 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

0*s 15 Karachi (P1A) 

0&45 Cairo (RJ) 

0*05 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dahbi (RJ) 

O9-J0 Dubai (RJ] 

09:40 Dhahran (RJi 

0*45 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:15 - Beirut (RJ) 

MfcSS — ... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GA) 

11*0 Muscat Bahrain (KLM) 

11:30 Larnaca (CY) 

13&5 Cairo (EA) 

14M0 Kuwait (KACl 

14 J0 Bucharest (Tarom) 

15:20 Jeddah (Saudia) 

15 J® . — Cairo (RJ) 

1&55 London (RJ) 

16-J0 Bangkok (RJI 

1&30 Madrid (RJ) 

17:15 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:45 — Athens (GA) 

1&90 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

1&38 Cairo (Rl) 

1935 Frankfurt (LH) 

1*55 Cairo (EA) 

20:15 Beirut (MEAl 

2fe55 - Zorich. Geneva. Athens (SR) 

23fc30 - Damascus (RJ) 

2235 Cairo (EA) 

0635 Cairo (EA) 

O0dO Cairo (RJ> 

00:45 Baghdad (RJ) 

92J0 Belgrade (Yugoslav Air) 

DEPARTURES 
07*o 


•5:5* _ .. Larnaka. Bucharest (Tarom) 

17:00 Jeddah (Saudia) 

1&30 — Doha, Muscat (GA) 

18:45 Beirut (RJ) 

19:00 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:15 Dhahran (RJ) 

1 9i30 ...... Damascus (RJ) 

19:40 Jeddah (Rl) 

19:40 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

20--30 Cairo (RJ) 

2fc30 Abu Dbabi. Dubai (RJ) 

20:55 Cairo (EA) 

2M5 — Cairo (EA) 

•103 Cairo (EA) 

03:30 Belgrade (Yugoslav Air; 

0*45 Cairo (RJI 

05:15 Frankfurt (LH) 


09*0 

09*5 

09*0 

11*0 

11:15 

11*0 

11*0 

11*0 

11*0 

12*0 

12*5 

lias 

1*25 

14*0 

15:41 


Aqaba | RJ) 

... Athens (OA) 


Rone (Alitalia) 

— - -.Beirut (MEAl 

Karachi (PIA) 

— Vienna, New York (RJ) 

— Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Athens (GA) 

— Cairo (Rl) 

Beirut, Athens, Amsterdam 
(KLM) 

— Athens. Copenhagen (SAS) 

London (RJ) 

- Larnaca (Cl*) 

Larnaca (CY) 

. Cairo (EA) 


Cairo (RJ) 

-... — — Knwah (KAC) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seWbuy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 69 i 69.4 

Dutch guilder .... ,123.7* 124.4 

Egyptian guinea ... 322.7/ 326.7 

French franc 45.9/ 46.2 

Iraqi dinar 4S2JJ 46U 

Italian lire (for 100) 233* 235 

Japanese yen (for 1UG) 151 J)/ 152.2 

Kuwaiti dinar 1247/ 1252.7 

Lebanese lira ... 79.7/ X0.9 

Omani riyal 105421 1061.2 

Qatari riyal — 100.1/ 100.4 

Saudi riyal 106 2/ 106.7' 

Swedish c row n .... 47 21 47 j 

Swiss banc 171.IV 172.K 

Syrian lira 63.4/ 64 

UAE dirham 99.5 / 100.1 

UJC. Sterling pound ..... 555.1/ 552.4 

U.S. doflar 367/ 369 

W. German mark 1 38.2/ 139 

WEATHER 

bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively hoL Light and var- 
iable winds win- be changing to nor- 
thwesterly moderate, in Aqaba, h win 
be hot. with nonheriy moderate winds 
and seas calm. 

Low > high temperature m deg.C. 

Amman 22/35 

Aq® 1 ® - 27/41 

Deserts 23/36 

Jordan Valley 25/40 

\ ester day' s high temperatures: 
Amman 36, Aqaba 43. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 25 per eeat, Aqaba 16 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance ... 193. 75111 

FirstakL Ore. police 1 99 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue .... 661111 

Fore beadquartets 22090-3 

Pobce rescue ....... 192.21111.37777 

Police headquarters 30141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 363*1-2 

Municipal water service -. 71 125-K. 

Queen Alia Int. Airport _ (OK) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 613813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 44281-1 
AUeh Maternity, J. Amman ... 42441 

Jflbal Amman Maxcruirv 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman .' 36140 

Palestine, 5h me isani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein i 667158 

AI-Muasber Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdoli 665292 

Al-AMi. Abdoli 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh .... 751 1 1 

Army. Mark, 91611 

NIGHT DUTY . 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Othman M. Othman 74024 

Dr. Fartrnq Hour .......... 38189 


Al Salam pharmacy (24 hrs.) ... 36730 

Yum, pharmacy ....... 51822 

Al Abdali pharmacy 36121 

Al Yarmouk pharmacy 36194 

lyad pharmacy 74/02 




23230 


6661 W 


. 13024 

Habi uori 

81 5-U >6 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mufid Dhamrah 85522 

Al Ahliyah pharmacy .-(— ) 

Al Sahnvi pharmacy (— 1 

HUUD: 

Dr. Radwa Al Sa'd 73877/75854 

Khazar pharmacy f — ) 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministzy of Tourism _ 
Hotel complaints 


Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information — 

Jordan and Middle East q»B s 

Overseas calls _. 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service ......... 


.. 73111 
.. 74111 
> 42311 
666412 
661 176 

12 

10 

17 

18 

........ 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in 

Apple (American) 500/450 

Apple (Smith) 500/430 

Apjfc (local) ... 160 / 120 

Apricots 300/250 

Banana 27u / 220 

Banana (Mukammar) 230/200 

5*“ 240 / 200 

Cabbage 130/100 

Carrot 190 / 150 

Cauliflower (white) 250 / 200 

Choniea 600/500 

Com — 150/120 

Cucumber Oatge) — 150/120 

Cucumber (mull) 250 ' 200 

“ ' e) 80/ 50 


(Small) 150/ 120 

^ >“* — 150/100 

Garbc —....360/300 


Grapes 

280 '240 

LemQQ m 

.. 18(1/150 




[2LM 90 

Marrow (small) 

190/150 



Melon . .... 

... SO/ 50 

Melon (super) 

Onion (dry) 

— 130 < 100 
170/140 

Okra 

. 250 1 220 


300 ' 250 


^ 360/300 


Pepper (Sweet) 

250/ 150 

Pepper (Hot Green) 

220 ' 160 
. 700/160 

Potatoes 

150/120 


.4. 130/100 
140/100 
— 110/ 90 

Tomatoes 
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His "Majesty King H ossein Tuesday pins on a new plot’s wines drains an »ir far » sraduatitHi ceremony 
(Petra photo) 

King attends air force graduation 

AMMAN (Fetra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday aitecded a 
graduation ceremony for a new 
batch of airforce pilots, and pre- 
sented them with their .wings. He 
also awarded prizes to those exc- 


elling in their training. 

Addressing the graduates. King 
Hussein wished them success m 
their future duties and in serving 
their nation. 

“This day marks the end of an 



Cabinet appoints JVA president 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet has appointed Mr. Munther 
Haddadin as Jordan Valley Authority (JVA { president Until his 
appointment to the post Mr. Haddadin had occupied the post of 
J VA vice-president. 

Sugar shipment to arrive in Aqaba 

AQABA (Petra? — A shipment of KttMNf tonnes of sugar 
imported by the Ministry of Supply arrives at the port of Aqaba. 
•The ministry will deliver the sugar to ministry-run warehouses 
and special distribution centres throughout the country. 

Talks focus on Indo- Jordanian ties 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Culture and Youth Ma'an Abu 
Nowar received in his office Tuesday Indian Ambassador to 
Jordan Pyare Lai Santoshi. Mr. Abu Nowar and .Mr. Santoshi 
discussed cultural ties between India and Jordan and ways to 
promote and strengthen them. 

Need for; cultural movement emphasised , 

....... ....... .. 

AMMAN (Petra i — Minister of Culture and Youth .Mr. Ma’an* 
Abu Nowar in a meetingTuesday with the president of the Jordan 
Writers Society (JWR). Hashim and Yaghi. and members of the 
JWR’s administrative committee stressed the need to forge a 
distinctive cuiumovmet within Jordan. 

Children’s play to be performed 

AM MAN (Petra | - Department of Culture and Arts Wednesday 
presents a production of the children’s play. Waian A1 Assafir. as 
pan of its efforts to form a children* s theatre movement in Jordan. 
The play, entitled Birds' Homeland, is written by Fakhri Kawar 
and directed by Na* ira Haddad, and will also be performed during 
the Jerash Festival to open August 1 2. 


FURNISHED 
VILLA FOR RENT 

3-bedrooms, central beating, big garden and telephone. 

■Located at the university housing 

Tel: 844629 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apt. with balconies 

3 bedrooms, 2Vi bathrooms, central beating. Newly fur- 
nished. Colour T.V., telephone. Opp. Ammon Hotel bet- 
ween 4th and 5th Circle. 


Tel: 673561 Oussama 


era and the start of another mar- 
ked by determination and loyalty 
to the nation”, the King said. 

At the outset of the ceremony, 
held at the King Hussein Air Col- 
lege. the college commander 
made a speech outlining the pilots' 
training programme and the rec- 
ruitment procedures which seek to 
secure competent pilots. 

“The graduates will remain 
loyal to the Hashemite Throne 
and hilly committed to the pri- 
nciples of the Great Arab Rev- 
olt”. the King said. 

The ceremony was attended by 
the Armed Forces Commander- 
in-chief Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker and senior army and air 
force officers. 


Passport law 
amended 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An ame- 
ndment to the passport law came 
into effect Monday according lo a 
report in AJ Ra’i newspaper. 

It said that according to an 
amendment to the law. a new pas- 
sport will become valid for a five 
year period oa payment of a J D 2U 
fee. Previously passports were 
valid for three years at a cost of J D 
15. • ; : '|i vs jc. *: <r 

Special passports are to be iss- 
ued to senior government officials 
and ministry under-secretaries. 
These will be valid for two years 
and officials will be entitled to 
them as long as they remain in off- 
ice. 



Ain Ghazal dig extended to rescue statues 


Text and photo 
By Rami G. Khomi 
Spread to the Jordan runes 

AMMAN — The second season of excavation at the 
9,000-year-old Neolithic village of Ain Ghazal, 
where a rare collection of clay statues and figures 
from the late 7th miflenium BC was dramatically 
discovered last week, will be extended to give the 
archaeologists an opportunity to rescue these and 
any other statues that may still lie buried beneath the 
earth. 


This was announced here Tue- 
sday afternoon at a press con- 
ference by Jordanian. American 
and British archaeologists sup- 
ervising the work at Am Ghazal. 
Director of the Department of 
Antiquities .Dr. Adnan Hadidi 
opened the press conference by 
.outlining the importance of the 
statues, and thanking aO those 
who have been involved in fun- 
drag. promoting and conducting 
both the overall excavations at 
Ain Ghazal and the rescue work 
on the statues found at the she. 
which lies just off the highway 
along the northern entrance of 
Amman. 

Dr. Gary Rollefson of Y armouk 
University, co-director of the dig 
with Dr. Alan Simmons of the 
University of Kansas. USA. said 
the excavations would continue 
for an indefinite period of time to 
determine whether any more sta- 
tuary remains to be found in une- 
xcavated areas near where the col- 
lection of four nearly life-sized, 
sun-dried clay or plaster statues 
and about five smaller clay figures 
were discovered last week. 

Dr. Simmons said more work 
would be required this year to det- 
ermine the exact context in which 
the statues were found. There are 
obvious remains of an arc-shaped 
stone wall near the statues, and 
just two days ago the arc- 


Iraqi economic 
delegation due 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An Iraqi trade 
delegation is due here Friday for 
talks on bolstering trade relations 
between Jordan and Iraq. A rep- 
ort in Sawt AI Shaab newspaper 
said that the delegation, to be led 
by the director of the Iraqi con- 
sumer goods corporation, will 
meet Amman Chamber of Ind- 
ustry officials and wfil hold talks 
with Jordanian businessmen. 


CEREBRAL 

PALSY 

FOUNDATION 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 


You are cordially invited to att- 
end a meeting being held at 
Princess vluna College of Nur- 
sing (King Hussein vledical 
Centre) at : 6.00 p.m. Wed- 
nesday (Today), Your support 
for the foundation will be hig- 
hly appreciated. 



JORDAN 
TIMES 
Tel: 666265 
666320 


DELUXE 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENT ’ 
FOR RENT 

Apartment consists of one bed- 
room, large salon, and kitchen. 
Central hearing. Location: Shm- 
eisani, near the Yugoslav Embassy. 

Tel: 661658 


haeologists started uncovering a 
well plastered, red painted floor 
that might run directly underneath 
the statues and the associated sma- 
ller figures that lie in a semi-circle 
at their feet. This tends to suggest 
to the archaeologists working at 
the she that the statues may have 
been located within a typical room 
in a house of the Neolithic village 
of Ain Ghazal. 

The conservatiooist who was 
brought in by the Department of 
Antiquities to supervise the rescue 
and preservation of the statues. 
Mrs. Kathy Tubb of the Institute 
■ of Archaeology. London, said she 
is using a chemical consolidant 
now to try and strengthen the sta- 
tues in their original position in 
the ground, before lifting them out 
for complete conservation in the 
lab. 

She is lifting out some of the 
individual pieces that are already 
detached from the main bodies of 
the large statues or the smaller 
figures, in' order to minimize the 
damage they are suffering simply 
by being exposed to the hot. dry 
air after being sealed in the earth 
for the past x.Miri years or so. But 
she expects to lift the bulk of the 
statues oul of the ground in one 
intact block, complete with the 
surrounding earth in which they 
are all embedded. Such a block 
would weigh several tons, and 
could only be lifted by heavy con- 
struction machinery. 

Though the statues and figures 
are in relatively good shape, com- 
pared to similar statues discovered 
in a very fragmentary cbndition at 
Jericho in the 1 93ns by Professor 
John Garsiang. many of them 
seem to have collapsed onto one 
another and have been com- 
pressed and compacted together. 
This makes it difficult to attempt 
to lake the statues out of the gro- 
und one by one. Mrs. Tubb said. 

.Mrs. Crystal M. Bennett, dir- 
ector of the British Institute at 
Amman for Archaeology and His- 
tory. and a veteran of 3U years of 
archaeological excavations in Pal- 
estine and Jordan, told the press 
conference she believed the sta- 
tues discovered at Ain Ghazal 
“ are one of the most dramatic and 


important finds ever made in Jor- 
dan.” 

She said the Ain Ghazal sta- 
tuary “starts to provide a firm Link 
between the discoveries made at 
Jericho in the 1930s and the 1950s 
and the rest of the Middle Cast 
region, a link that is fantastic, 
unbelievable, and extremely imp- 
ortant and exciting.” 

Both Mrs. Bennett and Dr. Rol- 
fefson said the “cultural material” 
being discovered at Ain Ghazal 
this year is providing solid clues 
about the transition that the Neo- 
lithic inhabitants of this area made 
from the pre-pottery lifestyle of 
hunters of wild animals and gat- 
herers of wild plants and grains, to 
a more settled village lifestyle and 
economy based on the use of 
.fire-baked pottery, the cultivation 
of plants and the domestication of 
animals. 

Artifacts discovered ai Ain 
Ghazal in the past two seasons inc- 
lude: 

— jewellery and beads made of 
imported red and green stones, 
imported shells from the Red Sea ' 
and the Mediterranean regions, 
animal bones and polished lim- 
estone; 

—chipped stone tools such as spe- 
arpoints. arrowheads, sickle bla- 
des. drills, borers, knives and gen- 
eral purpose cutting blades: 
—small clay animal figurines, inc- 
luding one cache of 2tt cattle; 
—small clay human figurines, inc- 
luding “fertility goo'esses” in the 
form of pregnant women; 

—plaster bowls and plates; 

—stone bowls: 

—a few pieces of primitive pottery 
in the form of large, thick and very 
poorly fired pottery snerds that 
were covered on both sides with a 
red ochre paint that is so typical of 
the pre-pottery Neolithic B 
( PPNB ) period to which the anc- 
ient village of Ain Ghazal belongs 
(7nnn-6tttitt BC). 

Dr. Rollefson believes Ain 
Ghazal will prove to be an imp- 
ortant pivot in the ancient villages 
and settlements of the Near East 
during the Neolithic period, and 
one that may have provided two- 
way links between Jericho and 
other contemporary sites to the 
west. Beidha and other villages in 
the south, and jbe.- Neolithic col-., 
tures in the northern area around 
Syria and Turkey. 

The impressive collection of sta- 
tues and smaller figures provide a 
firm link with the Jericho culture 
to the west, while the use of plaster 
plates and bowls is an eq ually clear 
link with Neolithic cultural pra- 
ctices heretofore only found in the 
nonhem tier of the Middle East. 

Some 30 burials have been exc- 
avated at Ain Ghazal to date, most 
of which were headless burials. 





■A 


General view of the ‘Ain Ghazal excavation site, with plastered floor 
and walls of a Neolithic village house in the foreground . The large hole 
in the floor is a post-hole, where a large wooden beam would have 
stood to help hold up the house roof. 


similar to the practice at Jericho 
and Beidha. Bui the Ain Ghazal 
dig has not turned up any of the 
plastered and decorated skulls 
that were discovered a; Jericho. 
Ain Ghazal has. however, pro- 
duced several skulls that were pai- 
nted in red ochre--a new funerary 
twisi that has not been seen at any 
other Neolithic site in the area. 

Dr. David McCreery. director 
of the American Centre for Ori- 
ental Research in Amman, noted 
ai Lhe press conference that the 
Ain Ghazal dig is an excellent 
example of the fine cooperation 
among Jordanian and int- 
ernational archaeological ins- 
titutions that is required if Jordan 
is going to have a chance to rescue 
much of its archaeological her- 
itage that is so vulnerable to des- 
truction in the face of the brisk 
pace of construction and dev- 
elopment throughout the country. 
Ironically, the Ain Ghazal site was 
first identified in (974 when bul- 
ldozers. working on the ..highway .. 
leading into Amman from Zarqa 
tore through the hillside and exp- 
osed edges of the plastered house 
floors of the y.onu-year-old Neo- 
lithic village of Ain Ghazal. 

Dr. McCreery also noted that 
while archaeologists working in 
Jordan have known for many 
yedVs of the country’s rich arc- 
haeological heritage, this dis- 
covery oF the world’s oldest sta- 
tues at Ain Ghazal will help peo- 
ple and institutions throughout 


the world to appreciate the imp- 
ortance and richness of Jordanian 
archaeology. 

Dr. Rollefson made a public 
appeal for curious people noz to 
come to the site of Ain Ghazal 
hoping to see the statues or other 
finds from the dig. because the site 
is not open to the public and the 
statues are firmly under wraps to 
protect them against deterioration 
from being exposed to the air and 
sun. It is expected that when the 
statues and other artifacts are saf- 
ely removed and conserved, they 
will be put on public display in the 
Amman Arcnaeo logical Museum. 

The Ain Ghazal excavation is 
being conducted by Yarmouk 
University and the Department of 
Antiquities, in cooperation with 
the American Centre for Oriental 
Research in Amman. Major fun- 
ding has come from Yarmouk 
University and the National Geo- 
graphic Society (USA), with sup- 
plemental funding from the Jor- 
danian Department of Ant- 
iquities. the Wenner-Gren Fou- 
ndation ( USA I. the Cobb Ins- 
titute of Archaeology at Mis- 
sissippi State University (USA l 
and the University of Kansas. The 
representative of the Department 
of Antiquities on the dig is Mr. 
Khaled Abu Ghumeima. and staff 
members on the dig team come 
from Jordan, the United States. 
Great Britain. Canada. West 
Germany. Australia and Scotland. 


For Rent 

Furnished Studio 

Consists of one bedroom, kitchen and bath. Centrally hea- 
ted. 

Location Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 41443 


FOR SALE 

Volvo 244 GL, 1982 model, good con- 
dition, electric overdrive, sliding roof, 
•metallic silver. 

Duty unpaid. 

Tel: 813520 after 4 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Each consisting of two bedrooms and accessories with 
central heating, telephone and lift. 

Location : Near AI Boston restaurant on the University of 

Jordan Road. 

tel: 44180, 661685, 661686, Amman 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living area with 
sitting mom, dining room, large kitchen, garden and gar- 
age. 

Additional advantages: building is separate with separate 
central heating, electricity and water supply. Telephone, 
colour T. V. and automatic washing machine are also ava- 
ilable. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between First and Second Circle, 
near Spanish Embassy. 

Please call telephone: 30862 


VOLVO 244GL 

1979. 75.1KJU km.. A/C. Middle East specifications. (2.1 low comp, eng- 
ine. HD suspension, trap, cooling system, limed glass). WhJte/blue int- 
erior. privately owned, well maintained, immaculate bodywork and clean 
interior. Many extras and small spares. J D 1 .950 ONO. Duty unpaid. Tel: 
41679. 

Also darkroom equipment. B/W TV and TEAOAR ste- 
reo. 


—FURNISHED DELUXE VELLA FOR 

RENT 

Second floor, furnished villa with deluxe furniture and a 
spacious terrace consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, bathroom, kitchen with central heating, colour tel- 
evision and video set.,. 

Location: One of the most beautiful sites near 
Fifth Circle 

tel: 667027 


LOST DOG 


We lost a Wolf (Belgian Shepard) dog. light brown with a black 
fzzz. - a brews -collar around his neck. 

■DJS. 4J K. In his right ear. there is an inscription. 

Lost yesterday between 4 - 5th Circles. 

If you find him please phone 39181 - 5 ext. 1 8 
and you will have a good reward 

Thank you. ana much appreciated. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

* Efficient in all secretarial duties 

* Efficient in translation work 

* Loyal and hardworking 

* May be requested to work temporarily outside Jordan. 

If interested, please contact ME DP Corporation Ltd., 4th 
floor, Jawharat Amman building, Khalil Mardam Street, 
Shmeisani (opposite Omar Khayyam Hotel). 
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Disarming the Falangists 


ISRAELI analysts seem to believe that their army's clamp- 
down on the Falangist-dominated “Lebanese Forces” in South 
Lebanon reinforces the impression, created recently by the 
Israeli cabinet's decision to redeploy behind the Awali River, 
that Israel is now determined to place its own “best interests” 
first -irrespective of past allegiances or commitments. 

Israel's interest in Lebanon today, wrote one of the analysts 
a few days ago. appears to lie no longer with the Falangist Party 
in Beirut, now that the dream of a united Lebanon under a 
powerful pro-Israeli Falangist-controlled government appears 
to have been irrevocably shattered (presumably after the ass- 
assination last year of Bashir Gemayel). 

On this side. Israel's latest moves to curb the “Lebanese 
Forces” are not necessarily seen differently, for we all know 
that the Israeli government has decided on, and is now pre- 
paring for, a long stay in the Lebanese South-and that is that. 
To carry out this plan, however, Israel needs two things. First, 
it needs to strengthen its hold physically of the occupied Leb- 
anese territory, which, as Defence Minister Arens noted rec- 
ently, cannot be done by having armed nationalist Lebanese (in 
this case the Beirut Falangists as very distinct from the Israeli 
puppet Major Saad Haddad) roaming the South freely. Sec- 
ond, Israel needs international legitiniisation of its continued, 
presence in that territory. By disarming the Lebanese Forces, 
starting at Kafr Falous east of Sidon, Israel t hinks it can 
achieve both objectives at once, but mainly the second? 

The Kafr Falous base is said to be the major supply route to 
the Falangists, who are fighting the Dnuse in the Shouf mou- 
ntains. When it is closed down, Israel stands to benefit from a 
strengthened Druze hand, and consequently Syrian presence, 
in the Shouf, thereby making it much easier for the Israelis to 
justify their continued occupation of the South. 

It may be true that Israel has never really cared much about 
the legitimacy of, or the lack of, occupying Arab lands. But, we 
must admit, it is pretty difficult to think of a better reason why 
the Israelis should want to disarm their Falangist “allies”. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Paving the summit’s way 

KING HUSSEIN'S talks with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia fall within, 
the context of his plans to contact and consult with Arab leaders so as 
to try to achieve Arab solidarity and to enable the Arab Nation to 
stand firmly in the face of Zionist plans. The current situation in the 
Arab World and the disasters which the Arab states face and the’ 
differences that they are plagued by mean that the King's mission is a 
hard one and requires every possible efforts. 

The Zionist's ambitious plans are becoming clearer every day as 
Israel strives to evacuate the indigenous people from their land, and 
thus liquidate the Palestine problem. With the purpose of achieving 
all this. Israel maintains military superiority and constitutes a con- 
stant threat to the Arab Nation and to the region's stability and 
peace. Also Arab differences have reached such an unprecedented 
level that not even substantive efforts by Arab leaders to save the 
nation from total disaster can be guaranteed to succeed. Coinciding 
with the two monarchs" talks, thcrc were reports about an impending 
Arab summit in Riyadh in the coming months to clear the current 
Arab political atmosphere. This means that the two leaders are 
concerned to pave the way lor the summit by eliminating the existing 
Arab differences and creating a convenient atmosphere for such a 
summit. 


Al Dustour: Not shirking responsibility 

HIS MAJESTN King Hussein returned to Amman Monday evening 
at the end of his talks with King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz, which aimed at 
consolidating the Arab World's political ranks. The talks, which fell 
within the context of consultations and coordination between the two 
leaders, reflect Jordan's keenness to maintaining Arab solidarity and 
concern for the Arab Nation's interests. It was natural for the two 
monarchs to discuss the current Arab situation, especially the events 
•in the occupied Arab territories, because they shoulder very serious 
.'responsibilities in our region and are assuming leading roles in the 
Arab World. Out of his concern to maintain strong ties between the 
Palestinian and the Jordanian peoples. King Hussein discussed ihe 
Israel's oppressive measures in the occupied Arab lands and ways of 
confronting Israel's expansionist plans for expelling the Arab inh- 
abitants from their homeland. Jordan is clearly aware of its grave 
responsibilities with regard to Israeli practices and constantly warns 
Arab states of the serious threat and danger inherent in the Israeli 
measures. Arab differences have caused certain Arab regimes to 
shirk their responsibilities toward the Palestinians and their problem, 
but Jordan, which is truly committed to the Arab cause, cannot 
follow suit but continues to work hard to regain Palestinian rights. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Taif gives new hope 

THE TAIF meeting between King Hussein and King Fahd rep- 
resents a renewed hope for the Arabs after the despair and disaster 
which they have faced. The meeting ushers in the possibility of 
renewed efforts to clear the stagerant air existing in the Arab political 
atmosphere and paving the wav for a summit that would tackle such 
problems. The two leaders discussed in Taif a host of problems but 
mainly Arab differences, the split in PLO ranks, the situation in the 
occupied Arab lands and the Lebanese crisis. 

The two leaders are concerned with solving these problems and 
minimising misunderstandings exisianL between Arab leaders. Jor- 
dan in particular is keen to maintain Arab solidarity and joint Arab 
action because it is one of the parties directly affected by Israel's 
expansionist programmes in the West Bank, and the Zionist's opp- 
ressive measures against the Arab population. The Taif meeting is a 
first step toward tackling these Arab problems and enabling the 
Arab countries jointly to confront their enemies. 


U.S. C. American policies irritate European allies 


J By Sidney Wetted 

Reuter 

LONDON — U.S. allies are kee- 
ping a km profile on Central 
America, uneasy and worried over 
Washington's growing " inv- 
olvement but reluctant to say so 
publicly. 

American diplomats say sup- 
port for U.S. policy has been luk- 
ewarm so far in Western Europe, 
and that allied leaden have been 
slow to understand Reagan adm- 
inistration concerns. Press com- 
ment hi some key countries has 
been sharply critical. 

Even the British and west Ger- 
man governments. President Rea- 
gan's closest allies, have held back 
from outright public endorsement 
of the administration's latest act- 
ions. 

Officially, the 10 nations of the 
European Community stand by a 
statement last month which said 
the problems of Central America 


“cannot be solved by military 
means, but only by a political sol- 
ution springing from the region 
itself." 

British officials deny this imp- 
lied criticism of U.S. policy, but 
other European diplomats say the 
statement reflected deepening 
concern over any show of U.S. 
force. 

They say concern has increased 
with the diversion of U.S. war- 
ships to Central American waters, 
and the commitment of U.S. tro- 
ops to exercises in Honduras, sta- 
rting next month. 

There have also been unc- 
onfirmed reports that Washington 
is considering a limited blockade 
of Marxist Nicaragua and the sen- 
ding of more military advisers to 
El Salvador, as pan of a coo- 
rdinated drive against Communist 
penetration in toe region. 

Denis Healey, deputy leader of 
Britain’s opposition Labour Party, 
says U.S. policy could lead to a 
catastrophe. “America is turning 


the whole continent towards rev- 
olution." 1 be said. 

“Is Reagan drifting into war?" 
The London tabloid Daily Mirror 
asked in a full-page headline. 

British ministers have been not- 
ably restrained, although Defence 
Secretary Michael Headline says 
Americans “can't for a minute 
ignore the political developments 
on their own doorstep.” 

London editorial comment has 
been mixed, with the liberal Gua- 
rdian accusing the U-S. of “hea- 
ping more fuel on the flames.'' and 
the conservative Daily Telegraph 
calling for a full-scale blockade of 
Nicaragua to interdict Cuban arms 
supplies. 

The London Times said sus- 
picions would be fuelled by Henry 
Kissinger's appointment to head a 
special U.S. commission on Cen- 
tral America. Latins would be dis- 
couraged by his preference for “a 
covert manipulative style of dip- 
lomacy’'. it said. 

Bonn has sent a special envoy 


on a fact-finding tour of Central 
America, and officials fend off 
probing questions. 

Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscber called in the amb- 
assadors of Mexico. Venezuela, 
Colombia and Panama, the “Con- 
tadora” group countries which are 
trying for a peaceful solution. He 
told them West Germany sup- 
ported their efforts. 

He also said peace could be best 
achieved by - tackling, Central 
America's social and economic 
problems from within. 

Western diplomats say Bonn 
feels it can do more by trying to 
gently persuade Washington not 
to go too far. rather than by openly 
criticising Reagan policies. But 
opposition Social Democrats 
remain publicly hostile. 

Contadora efforts are also bac- 
ked by other European Com- 
munity governments, including* 
France, although its Socialist gov- 
ernment has given Nicaragua lim- 


ited militar y and other aid. 

The Paris newspaper Le Monde 
sees U.S. involvement as a “dan- 
gerous escalation.’* 

In an editorial last weekend, it 
said: “It is never safe to hold a 
match to a powderkeg.” The lef- 
tist Liberation compared Mr. 
Reagan to a poker player with a 
bad hand who “bluffs to Impress 
his partners." 

In Italy. II Tempo described 
U.S. policy as indecisive and- con- 
fused. 

Officials at NATO hea- 
dquarters in Brussels said the 
Western alliance would have to 
consider its overall defence needs 
if the U.S. became bogged down 
militarily in Central America. * 

Australia's Labour government 
has warned against an expansion 
of U.S. involvement. 

Foreign Minister Btfl Hayden 
said last week: “Australia con- 
siders that military action will not 
solve the problems of Central 


America and that h creates an env- 
ironment which is not conducive 
to reform and reconciliation." 

Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez is at the centre of efforts 
by the Socialist International org- 
anisation to promote a negotiated 
settlement. He sees the Contadora 
initiative as the only possible alt- 
ernative to full-scale war. 

Mr. Gonzalez has joined West 
German. Venezuelan and Costa 
Rican socialist leaders in app- 
ealing to Nicaragua’s rev- 
olutionary junta to set an early 
date for free, multi-party ele- 
ctions. 

Peking has focussed on Central 
America to attack both U.S. and 
Soviet policies in the region. 

Moscow now carries daily 
commentaries accusing Was- 
hington of trying to engineer a 
major regional conflictTBut ERere 
have been no suggestions that the 
Soviet Union should provide inc- 
reased aid to leftist forces. 



Austerity measures displease Ghanaian public 


By Patrick Smith 

LAGOS — Head of State Flight- 
Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings is get- 
ting used to coup attempts in . 
Ghana. He has survived four • 
major attempts to overthrow him 
in the past year and he has led two 
successful coups himself. 

After the latest coup attempt in 
June, the government acted qui- 
ckly to tighten security. They imp- 
osed a dusk to dawn curfew, clo- 
sed the recently re-opened bor- 
ders and pul out warrants for the 
arrest of a number of anti- 
government activists in the Nat- 
ional Union of Ghana Students 
(NUGS) and the Association of 
Professional Bodies. (APB). 

Flight-Li. referred to the 
would-be coup makers simply as 
“dissident elements." but they 
were undoubtedly able to play on 
the unpopularity of recent gov- 
ernment measures during the brief 
lime they occupied the national 
radio station. 

The irony is that the left-wing 
ideology of the ruling Provisional 
National Defence Council 
(PNDC) has been forced Jo strike 
a compromise with the strict mon- 
etarist philosophy of the Int- 
ernational Monetary. Fund (IMF), 
in order to regain some int- 
ernational economic credibility 
for Ghana. 

The Rawlings regime has neg- 
otiated more than S300 million 
credits with the IMF. and $50 mil- 
lion with the World Bank and the 
African Development Bank, but 
only in exchange for a series of 
very tough budget measures, 
which have hit almost every part 
of Ghanaian society. 

Part of toe April budget pac- 
kage was a $500 million rec- 
onstruction programme which the 

government hopes to finance by a 
mixture of credits from the inul- 
tflaieral agencies and involvement 
by private co- financiers. 

The other pari of the April bud- 


get included a doubling of the 
price of petrol and kerosene, and 
of several basic commodities. The 
budget also introduced a complex 
system of surcharges on imports to 
finance boqus incentive payments 
to exporters. Although not a dev- 
aluation in theory, it will have the 
same effect in practice, as it will 
raise the price of some imported 
goods by as much as 9.9 times 
their previous cost. 

The budget has won sur- 
prisingly broad support from the 
business community in Ghana, 
many of whom were highly sus- 
picious of the government when it 
came to power IK months ago. 
“Although I’ve held no brief for 
this government's radical politics, 
at least they’ve had the courage to 
do something about the absurd 
exchange rate, h would be very 
bad news if the government fell 
because of discontent over his 
budget,” was a typical comment 
from one local banker. 

The response from Ghana's 
workers and students has been less 
positive. The Ghana Trades 
Union Congress (GTUC) recently 
sent a memorandum to the gov- 
ernment suggesting the budget 
proposals be phased over a three 
year period and that the minimum 
wage of 21 cedis be increased to 
39 cedis. GTUC, whose lea- 
dership was entirely changed last 
year, emphasised it opposed the 
budget but not the government. 

But the the NUGS, which was 
one of the earliest supporters of 
toe PNDC government, rejected 
the budget outright and dem- 
anded the resignation of the gov- 
ernment. After a series of dem- 
onstrations which led to violent 
clashes between students and sup- 
porters of toe government, the 
country’s three universities were 
closed. 

The NUGS has joined a hard 
core of opposition to the gov- 
ernment along with the APB and 
the Christian Council, while the 


business community has given the 
government conditional support 
on the basis that it has been the 
only government tough enough to 
tackle Ghana's economic pro- 
blems aj the root. 

The professionals are vig- 
orously fighting for their interests 
against government measures to 
tax them far more heavily, res- 
tructure their organisations and 
increase their accountability. 

How successful opposition gro- 
ups have been in exploiting the 
unpopularity of the budget mea- 
sures is not clear. But one dip- 
lomat in Accra said that as pra- 
ctically everyone pays the black 
market prices for even their basic 
commodities, it would not make 
much difference to the average 
Ghanaian whether the official 
controlled price was doubled or 
quadrupled. 

The stringent budget could har- 
dly have come at a worse time, 
however. An exceptionally long 
and dry Harmattan season spoiled 
many of the food and cash crops, 
then a spate of bush fires laid 
waste about 120.000 hectares of 
farmland, and the rains came two 
months late. 

A recent mission of the Food 
and Agricultural Organisation to 
Ghana estimated the country nee- 
ded 192.000 tonnes of grains until 
the next harvest is due in Sep- 
tember or"October — "and even 
then, because of the appalling 
weather conditions, toe prospects . 
for that harvest are not good" said 
one aid agency official in Accra. 

The crisis in agricultural pro- 
duction remains the biggest wea- 
kness in the economy. Domestic 
production of staple foods like 
maize, rice and cassava has fallen ■ 
by over half in the last 10 years. - 
Ironically for a radical populist 
government, there is much talk in 
the PNDC’s economic pro- 
gramme of incentives and com- 
petition. The producer price of 
cocoa, which accounts for over 60 
per cent of toe country’s foreign 


exchange earnings, has just been 
doubled. 

Newly-appointed Secretary for 
Trade. Dr, Joe, Abbey, said: “We 
neift* to artraa -back the foreign 
exchange that Has been taken out 
of Ghana, and the only way to do 
that is to make it profitable to use 
the money here in prodcution". 

Profitable enterprises like the 
breweries and the cigarette man- 
ufacturers should have little dif- 
ficulty stepping up production 
under the new budget provisions. 
But other manufacturers foresee 
problems. As one company dir- 
ector said: “The government sho- 
uld remember that most of us are 
restarting production virtually 
from scratch. We have almost 
exhausted our cash reserves and 
our current production is as low as 
10 per cent of capacity. So the 
question is: Where can we get toe 
cash to finance the importation of 
raw materials at 7,5 times or 9.9 
times their previous price?" 

The PNDC government is hop- 
ing the answer to that will come 
partly out of the flurry of activity 
in Accra by representatives from 
the multilateral lending agencies 
and several international com- 
panies shortly after the budget 
announcement. 

The recently- installed World 
Bank representative in Accra. Dr. 
Werner Schelzig. said that on the 
basis of an agreement with the 
IMF. the IDA would make about 
$1 00 million available, mainly for 
the rehabilitation of the export 
and transport sectors. 

To attract other sources of fin- 
ance, the PNDC will need every 
ounce of its political skill. It will 
depend on how far the gov- 
ernment can control the voc- 
iferous middle class opposition 
and yet retain the support of 
Ghana's increasingly radical wor- 
king class and at least the active 
co-operation of its business com- 
munity. > 

— Financial Tunes news feature 


‘Reagan’s drive to win 
over world opinion’ 

The August l issue of U.S. News And World Report magazine carries 
an article under the above headline that says the U.S. is to process a 
strong campaign to close the "propaganda gap" with the So v'tei Union. 
Following is the text of the article: 


America is taking the offensive in 
the propaganda war with the Sov- 
iet Union. 

The Reagan administration is 
churning out new overseas radio 
and television broadcasts, slick 
publications and other inf- 
ormation services as well as 
citizen-exchange pacts —all 
aimed at enhancing the Nation's 
image and combatting Moscow's 
massive propaganda campaign. 

The clear signal being beamed 
at the Kreu Washington is det- 
ermined to put up a tough fight for 
world opinion. To quote Charles 
Wick, director of toe United Sta- 
tes Information Agency: “Today, 
as never before, we are engaged in 
a fierce competition of ideas. Our 
adversary is the Soviet Union. It is 
time to take the initiative to make 
our case boldly and well.” 

To get the overall drive under 
way. the White House has per- 
suaded Congress to earmark S7tM 
million for the fiscal year ending 
Ocwbqr-L 23 per cent increase 
over 1 9K2 despite pressure to trim 
the federal budget. For 19M4. the 
administration is asking S62M mil- 
lion. a 1 7 per cent increase over 
19X3. 

Central to the expanding inf- 
ormation campaign is a beefing up 
of the Voice of America (VO A 1 . 
the mainstay of U.S. overseas bro- 
adcasting. The administration is 
requesting S23.1 million for an 
overhaul of obsolescent VQA 
equipment, which includes a cap- 
tured World War 11 German tra- 
nsmitter in Europe. Also planned 
are expanded broadcasts. 

Aimed at the U.S.S.R and Eas- 
tern Europe by Radio Free Eur- 
ope and Radio Liberty, the other 
U.S. foreign services. 

Among other major features of 
the coumerpropaganda offensive: 

— Project Truth, a new operation 
designed to combat Soviet “dis- 
information'’. It includes a mon- 
thly “propaganda alert” to help 
information officers abroad mar- 
shal facts against what the U.S. 
regards as misrepresentations in 
the Soviet media. Example: When 
Moscow recently mounted a cam- 
paign against new U.S. binary 
chemical weapons, information 
officers were alerted to stress that 
the U.S. has renounced first use of 
chemical weapons and is seeking 
an ams-control agreement with 
Russia on such arms. 

— Dateline America, a service 
that distributes to periodicals aro- 
und the world written features 
promoting American lifestyles. 

— Radio Marti, an anti-Castro 
broadcast effort that is to be bea- 
med to Cuba. Congressional app- 
roval appears near despite out- 
spoken opposition and a threat by 
the Cubans to counterattack with 
transmission that could interfere 
with major U.S. radio stations. 
—An Expanded T.V. service that 


is io produce more programmes 
such as “Let Poland Be Poland." 
which was screened around the 
wolrd last year. Improved satelite 
technology raises the possibility 
that the Lf.S. may eventually bro- 
adcast directly into the Soviet 
Union. 

In addition to these new pro- 
jects. more information officers 
are being sent overseas, is being 
increased, and government- 
sponsored youth exchanges are to 
rise sharply in the next three years. 

Still. American officials stress 
that they face an uphill battle to 
overtake the Russians, who put an 
estimated S2 billion a year into 
foreign-propaganda operations. 
Merely to jam U.S. broadcasts 
aimed at the U.S.S.R. and Eastern 
Europe, the Soviets annually 
spend amounts larger than VO A' s 
entire budget. 

Radio Moscow, the Soviet for- 
eign broadcasting service, has 37 
superpower transmitters of 
kilowatt output.- compared with- 
the-VOA’s six andnone at Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Liberty. 
The Soviets broadcast in N2 lan- 
guages. the American services in 
4X. 

Not all of the administration's 
ideas for countries propaganda 
have been endorsed by Congress. 
“Project democracy.’’ unveiled by 
President Reagan in a speech bef- 
ore the British Parliament last 
year, has been slashed on Capitol 
Hill. Proposed was a St>5-mill- 
ion-programme of grants to pri- 
vate bodies. Such as the AFL- 
CIO. for use in promoting and fos- 
tering democratic principles abr- 
oad. Legislators killed much of the 
scheme as unnecessary expansion 
of existing efforts. 

The administration claims some 
early sucion officials point out. for 
example, that the U.S. is making 
headway in today's key East-West 
propaganda battle — the struggle 
over deployment of new U.S. nuc- 
lear missiles in Western Europe. 
They, say that European opp- 
osition to the arms buildup was 
eased since American spokesmen 
abroad began arguing the Was- 
hington position more clearly and 
forcefully. 

Nevertheless, critics complain 
that the objectivity that has mar- 
ked U.S. information efforts in the 
past may give way to blatant boo- 
sterism similar to Soviet pro- 
paganda. For instance. Senator 
Claiborne PeQ (D-R.I) charged 
that Radio Marti is “likely to bec- 
ome a propaganda organ of the 
anti-Castro Exile Community." 

There is no sign, however, that 
criticism is deterring Mr. Reagan 
and his aides. They are det- 
ermined to push ahead in the gk> 
bal propaganda struggle, which 
they believe the Kremlin has been 
winning by default. 


Falklands war still impedes EEC, SELA ties improvement 


By Etlwn Broaoer 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — A year after the 
Falklands war caused a breach in 
relations between the European 
Community and Latin America, 
the two sides are on the path of 
reconciliation but still face a set-- 
ious obstacle, officials say. 

Mutual visits and repealed calls 
for improved lies are evidence of 
common interest in improving rel- 
ations. but the 10-natk» com- 
munity is worried about con- 
ditions that may be imposed on 
the new relationship. 


redo Stroessner. have set out a list 
of conditions in a report to the 
25-natfon Latin American Eco- 
nomic System l SELA J. 

The report, to be examined in 
September by a full ministerial 
meeting of the 25. says the com- 
munity must agree to refrain from 
economic coercion, promise it will 
not interfere in domestic policies 
and not discriminate against any 
SELA members. 

Comm unity officials say such 
conditions are unacceptable bec- 
ause they imply the 10 either have 
interfered or would interfere id an 
improper way in otoer countries. 

Over the next few weeks the 
community's Executive Com- 


ditions are accepted by SELA in 
September, relations wQI not 
budge, officials said. 

Just over a year ago. after Arg- 
entina seized the Falkland Islands. 
Britain — which fought a suc- 
cessful war to regain the islands - 
persuaded its Common Market 
partners to impose trade sanctions 
on Buenos Aires. 

The other Latin American cou- 
ntries. in solidarity with Arg- 
entina. broke off their twice- 
yearty meetings with the com- 
munity . Although all 
community-wide sanctions have 
been lifted, those meetings have 
not yet resumed. 

"We are waiting for the Eur- 
opean Community to react off- 
icially to the SELA experts' rep- 
ort” said Pedro Camacho, a Ven- 


ezuelan diplomat “At the mom- 
ent things are still paralysed." 

Vet inter-parliamentary con- 
ferences. increased community 
aid and negotiations with the 
Andean Pact — Colombia, Peru, 
Venezuela. Bolivia and Ecuador 
— for most-favoured nation status 
all testify to attempts to overcome 
the Falklands trauma - 

Relations between the two sides 
have never been excellent. They 
have had few economic' ties, and 
European leaders have annoyed - 
their Latin American cou- 
nterparts by taking an active int- 
erest in the region's political pro- 
blems. 

When the military staged its 
coup in Bolivia in 1980, the com- 
munity protested by breaking off 
.negotiations with the Andean 


Pact, of which Bolivia is a" mem- 
ber. 

When Chile recently arrested 
Gabriel Valdez, the president of 
the banned Christian Democratic 
Party. Europeans were quick to 
call in Chilean ambassadors and 
send protests. 

The community has also made 
clear ft favours the Central Ame- 
rican peace efforts of the so-called 
Contadora group: Colombia, 
Venezuela. Panama and Mexico. 

If toe dialogue between Latin 
America and the European 
Community is not resumed this 
year, the two sides still stand a 
chance of rapproachement when 
Spain joins the 10-nation bloc, 
.now expected by iy86. 

Spain has long told Common 
Market officials that its close ties 


Experts from Latin American 

governments, with presidents as' -mission will quietly call in Latin 
ideologically divetse as Cuba's American ambassadors one by 
Fidel Casuo and Paraguay's Alf- one to warn them that if the con- 


t , 


wtith its former colonies will pro- 
vide a major boost for European 
industry, opening up vast markets 
for a variety of goods. 

It has also promised Latin Ame- 
rica to act as its advocate in the 
community, improving both pol- 
itical and economic relations. 

But. ironically, some com- 
munity officials say the opposite 
may occur. They comment that 
many Spanish products —textiles, 
farm goods, sugar and steel for 
example - will enter the com- 
munity much more easily than the 
same Latin American goods. 

Moreover. Spain will have to 
apply the common agricultural 
policy, meaning such goods as 
Argentine meat will be restricted 
from entering Spain, possibly fur- 
ther straining relations. 
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China seeks ways to improve cave homes 


: By JIanWen 

BEIJING A visitor entering a 
village on the Loess Plateau of 
northern China would discover 
not a single home; he would see 
instead tree tops protruding str- 
angely from . underground and . 
hear the crowing of invisible fowl 
and the bleating of unseen sheep. 

Looking closer, he would find a 


sprawling complex of sunken cou- 
rtyards, each tiie home of a pea- 
sant family. Stairways lead to. 
below-ground patios, off of which 
there are sleeping quarters with 
vaulted- doors and windows, hit- 
ches, granaries, mills, toilets and 
_ animal feeders. 

The broad-boughed trees, flo- 
wers, cackling hens and buzzing 
bees in the sunken, sunlit cou- 



Ctainese “high-rise cave dwellings” dog into a hillside. Architects and 
planners are seeking ways to improve these ancient, economical, 
.energy-efficient homes (Earthscan photo). 


nyard lend a bucolic air that is far 
from the notion of “cave dwe- 
lling” as a crude, prehistoric life- 
style. » 

Xicun village in Henan Pro- 
vince is typical of the many, und- 
erground villages scattered across 
the arid plateau, which sprawls 
some 630.000 square kilometres 
(243.000 sq mi) — an area about 
the size of Somalia — along the 
southern bank of the Yellow River 
and across the Northwest Plateau. 
The fine, yellow loess soil has been 
blown and packed by wind since 
the last Ice Age. 

Underground living has pro- 
tected the inhabitants of this, the 
“cradle of Chinese culture”, dur- 
ing the countless wars of Chinese 
history. During World War IL 
cave dwellings and underground 
villages provided barracks, amm- 
unition dumps and secret tunnels 
for the guerrilla war against the 
Japanese. For a decade the Chi- 
nese carried out their successful 
guerrilla war from their cave hea- 
dquarters in the fastnesses of 
Yenan. 

According to Jin Oubo. vice 
president of the Architectural Soc- 
iety of China, of the nearly 200 
million people on this plateau, 
more than 40 million — more 
people than in all of Spain — live 
.in cave homes. Offices, schools. 
hotels, workshops, garages and 
public areas are underground. 
Another 100 million people live 
above ground in homes of com- 
pressed loess soil. 


“The cave dwellings appear 
‘primitive’ and ‘backward 1 in con- 
trast to modern high-rise bui- 
ldings". Jin said. “But they have 
somthing offer in terms of low 
cost, energy efficiency, arc- 
hitectural tradition and ecological 
balance. And. with imp- 
rovements. they can meet con- 
temporary architectural sta- 
ndards”. 

So the government is officially 
promoting cave dwellings. Since 
1 9X0. over 1 00 architects and pla- 
nners have been sent to the Loess 
Plateau provinces to help peasants 
build and improve underground 
homes. National and local design 
contests have been run. 

Aside from the open-io-the sky 
pit courtyard dwellings dug in flat 
areas, there are also “terrace hou- 
ses" dug into slopping hillsides. 
Living; sleeping and storage areas 
are vaulted, generally three met- 
res (10 feet) high, three metres- 
wide and 6-X metres (20-26 feet) 
deep. Doorways and windows 
provide natural light, and the 
chamber may be two .storeys, 
with a sleeping loft. 

Another type of “cave dwe- 
lling" is an above-ground str- 
ucture. usually stone or mud brick, 
with a vaulted cave system below 
ground. 

Peasants can dig their homes 
themselves. Cave dwellings save 
energy, as they are warm in winter 
and cool in summer. No energy is 
needed to bake bricks or haul bui- 
lding materials long distances. A 


cave dweliig is fireproof, and usu- 
ally costs only 20 per cent surface 
brick houses. 

“ However, cave dwellings have 
problems". Jin said, “mainly poor 
ventilation and light, and the thr- 
eat of soil erosion and landslides 
from heavy rains, or dampness 
due to improper site selection or 
crude construction”. 

It is such problems that the arc- 
hitects. working wfth the dwellers 
themselves, are trying to solve. 

A modern cave dwelling has a 
large window beside the doorway, 
as well as other openings for light. 
It has ventilation shafts. Bricks, 
stones and lime are used to coat 
the facades and walls and to pave 
the floors, to strengthen the cave 
against erosion and dampness. 

Peasants are being encouraged 
to pick sites with an eye to sun- 
light. water supply and sewage 
disposal, and away from potential 
erosion and landslides. Und- 
erground cisterns are being dug to 
drain rainwater before it floods 
courtyards, and sloping walkways 
to sunken courtyards are being 
improved to ease the movement of 
small farm machines. 

Layers of plastic or asphalt felt 
are being sandwiched into loess 
roofs to help them resist rain and 
at the same time make possible the 
planting of short-root crops, fruits 
and vegetables, or even of pas- 
turage on cave roofs. 

Such improvements are simple, 
feasible and within the means of 
the families which live in such 


New York worried over violent 
aftermath of Diana Ross concert 


By Arthur Spiegelman 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — For a city that 
loves parties —it even gave one 
for the 100th birthday of the Bro- 
oklyn Bridge —there is a lot of 
soul-searching in New York over 
the ugly ending to its latesr fling. 

* Diana Ross sang her heart out* 
for two nights in Central Park. Her 
first performance was cut short by 
a rain storm and the second ended 
with her singing “AD For One 
And One For AJT 1 as hundreds of 
youths went on the rampage. 

They attacked concengoers 
leaving the park and the violence. 
sp/Hed info -the streets, stretching . 
fo npidtown. Manhattan before-, 
ending in Times Square. 

Customers at the park’s elegant 
tavern on the green were also att- 
acked. 

An estimated 350. IKK) people 
attended each night of the free 
concert, never expecting the rain 
that marred the first night nor the 


mayhem that climaxed the sec- 
ond. 

• They were not alone. Last week 
the police were accused of being 
unprepared or of not doing then- 
job. 

Police officials maintained that 
although they were caught by sur- 
prise they acted professionally to. 
contain the situation. 

Others disagree, like the Fre- 
nchman beaten by up to 20 you- 
ths. who said police told him. 
“that’s life, good-bye.” 

Police admit that they initially 
misjudged the situation, thinking 
that any violence would happen 
inside the park, not outside. More 
than- 1 police -w ere stationed 1 

within the park but found the-' 
mselves chasing shadows as -you- 
ths darted out of different park 
exits. 

The officials said they detected 
no advance warning that trouble 
was brewing, possibly because of a 
lack of plainclothes detectives 
working the crowd. 


About 200 people reported 
being either robbed or mugged 
and 34 youths were specifically 
arrested for acts of violence out of 
a total of 83. The remainder were 
detained during the conceit for' 
narcotics offences, police said. 

Those arrested were young 
blacks and. as one of the judges 
who arraigned them said: “Bas- 
ically they were unemployed. The 
problem is black youth. 49 per 
cent unemployed. They have no 
jobs.” 

Another judge compared the 
mayhem to the 1977 New York 
[City blackout in which thousands 
;ofehcpjs W&p jqated jn black ajid ri 
Ihispatnic andjn$ city 
veneer of .civilisation on a-swe-. 
Itering summei’s night. 

But in the bfackout. buildings 
were attacked, not people. Last 
week's attacks consisted of ran- 
dom beatings, purse snatching and 
ripping of gold chains from peo- 
ple's necks. 


Henry Stem, the city’s new 
parks commissioner, blamed the 
melee on “ami-social" elements. 
He vowed that pop concerts would 
continue in the park because the 
city of New York would not be 
intimidated. “We will never sur- 
render New York to a small band 
of hoodlums ” he declared. 

But he said the city would think 
twice about billing pop stars that 
might attract large numbers of 
teenagers into the park. A per- 
formance of the New York Phi- 
lharmonic would go on as sch- 
eduled for next month, he said. 

The controversy over the Ross 
concert comes at a time when pol- 
ice have been accused by many 
black leaders of acting in brutal 
fashion towards minorities. 

A recent congressional hearing 
on the subject here was cancelled 
before it started because it att- 
racted too many angry Harlem 
residents. 

Some New Yorkers drew acon- 
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dwellings. em water supply and sewage sys- cave construction and improve 

“In the long run. it should bee- terns, and cement, kiln-baked their dwellers' comfort", said Jin. 
ome possible to apply newer tec- brick, and other advanced bui- 

hnology such as electricity, mod- Iding materials to “modernise 1 - Eanhscan feature 


nection between the hearing and 
the violence saying that police, 
worried about being criticised for 
the way they do their job. were 
simply not doing their job. 

Mayor Edward Koch, one who 
drew the connection, told police 
that neither brutality nor laxness 
would be tolerated. 

He also demanded that those 
who criticised police should also 
criticise the youths in the concert 
melee, saying. “This kind of law- 
lessness can only be stopped if 
every part of our community dec- 
lares such violence to be una- 
cceptable.’' . - 

But for othere, the 1 jWilblem Lie££ 
in the continuing desjj'fir of thiP" 
city's ghet'tdes" , wh£f£ und- r ’- 
mployment. drugs and lawlessness 
have become a part of life. 

Diana Ross simply put a full- 
page notice in the New York 
Times saying “thank you" to the 
hundreds of thousands who pea- 
ceably enjoyed her concerts. 



Diana Ross with KUy Dee Williams in the 


Lady Sings the Blues”, (file photo) 
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Rent A Car 

Middle East Hotel 
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P.O.Box 9122 
Amman, Jordan 
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to dme atUp JRflaie 
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Come and Enjoy your 
self at Holiday Inn Aqaba 
for ii . 500 JD half board 
per person only. 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese* Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Abliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 1 
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Succulent Beef Steaks 



CHINA 
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The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
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11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


CLEARANCE 

SHIPPING ■ TRAVEL & TOURISM 
AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 


1 


GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES 
THAI AIRWAYS 

T *». 37195, 22324-5.6-7.S-9 
TU. 21212, 21520, 21634 
P.O. Bo*: 7806, AMMAN 


THE BEST OPTICIAN IN TOWN 
IS LOCATED IN THE FINEST HOTEL 
IN TO WN _ 

OPT 1 KOS 

INTERCONTINOTAL HOTEL 

EYES EXAMINED CONTACT LENSES 
SAME DAY X)EUVERY 
OPTIKOS INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 
Daily 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

8 DAYS A WEEK 
TEL: 42043, AMMAN 
$_B NO BRANCHES' IN JORDAN 


^CHINESE J* 

Restaurant 
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Millions share Coe’s disappointment 


LONDON ( Ri — Million of ath- 
letics followers throughout the 
world were sharing the dis- 
appointment of Sebastian Coe 
Tuesday following his withdrawal 
from the World Championships 
because of illness. 

The unexplained recent loss of 
form by one of the great middle- 
distance runners of the age was 
finally explained Monday night 
when British selectors announced: 
"Seb has a lymph gland inf- 
ection." 

For the second time in less than 
a year illness has denied the Oly- 
mpic champion and world 
record-holder a chance to fill the 
one remaining gap in his catalogue 
of triumphs— a major Kim metres 
title. 


it also denied fans attending the 
week-long World Championships 
in Helsinki starting on Sunday the 
chance to witness one of the most 
compelling sights in 
athletics— Coe's effortles ability to 
shift into fluent overdrive. 

Only three days ago. after suf- 
fering his fourth humiliating def- 
eat in a month. Coe. 26. insisted: 
•Til be on the starting line for the 
Suit metres in Helsinki.” 

But then a specialist in inf- 
ectious diseases diagnosed a gla- 
ndular disorder similar to the ill- 
ness which left his Europen Cha- 
mpionship campaign in ruins in 
Athens last September. 

Coe's medical record over the 


past 1 2 months and this latest dis- 
appointment could, conceivably, 
spell the end of one of the most 
• remarkable double acts the world 
of track and field has ever known. 

For the past five years Seb Coe 
and Steve Ovett have sought— and 
found— fame and fortune in arenas 
around the wo’rld. setting world 
records, grabbing Olympic gold 
medals and establishing a rep- 
utation of near-invincibility. 

And when Coe's slender frame 
was laid low by illness last year. 
Oveu was similarly sidelined by 
injury. 

Coe went to Athens, but Ovett 
did not. Now the romles are rev- 
ersed, with Ovett flying off to Hel- 
sinki on Friday while Coe lan- 
guishes at home, anxiously awa- 
iting the results of hospital tests he 
is undergoing Tuesday. 

The news of Coe's withdrawal 
was immediately followed by spe- 
culation that Ovett, selected only 
for his world record distance of 
1.5i n» metres in Helsinki, might 
now be asked to double in the xuo 
metres, for which he holds the 
Olympic crown. 

But such speculation was cut 
short in Helsinki Tuesday aft- 
ernoon when the World Cha- 
mpionship organisers rejected 
Britain's request for a rep- 
lacement. 


The closing date for entries pas- 
sed last Thursday but the British 
Amateur Athletics Board had 


pleaded for a substitute to bell- 
owed to compete with Gary Cook 
and Peter Elliott in the XUU met- 
res. 

Their hopes were dashed, how- 
ever. in a telex from Helsinki 
which stated: “We are really sorry 
to hear that Seb Coe cannot com- 
pete. We regret to inform you the 
rules do not allow another athlete 
to replace him." 

John Le Masurier. secretary of 
Britain's selectors, was dis- 
appointed though not surprised at 
the decision. 

“I wasn't very hopeful they’d 
agree, they have to stick by a clo- 
sing date. Bui it was worth a try." 
he said. 

Ironically, both Coe and Oveu 
were initially eager to contest both * 
events in Helsinki. But after a pub- 
lic debate in the press abouL the 
merits of such a selection policy. 
Coe announced that he was no 
longer interested in running the 
1 .5ny metres. 

Similarly. Oveu was furious 
when the selectors finally got 
round to telling him he could run , 
only the I _5f*f J metres tn Helsinki. 

It was felt that Ovett could harm 
his 1 _5 lhi metres chances by tac- 
kling the Stilt metres as well, but 
when the ■ selectors asked the 
World Championship organisers 
for permission to replace Coe in 
the XOU metres with a runner alr- 
eady nominated for another 
event, it seemed likely they had 
Ovett in mind. 


Neither Coe nor Ovett was ava- 
ilable to comment on the present 
situation, though British team 
manager Nick Whitehead said: “I 
suspected all was not well with Seb 
right at the beginning of the sea- 
son. 

“His withdrawal now is a great 
blow for a fine young man. One’s 
thoughts go out now to poor Seb. 
who has done so much for British 
athletics.” 

KratocbvSova yet to decide 
VIENNA (R) — Women’s XOU 
metres world record holder Jar- 
mila Kratochvilova of Cze- 
choslovakia said Tuesday it was 
still uncertain if she would com- 
pete over the distance at the world 
championships which start in Hel- 
sinki on Sunday. 

Kratochvilova. 32. a 400 metres 
specialist, lowered the 800 metres 
record to one minute 53.28 sec- 
onds at a meeting in Munich a 
week ago. 

“The definite decision on my 
participation in the SOU metres 
will be made on the spoL” Kra- 
tochvilova said before the team 
left Prague for Helsinki. 

She said she was disappointed 
to hear that her greatest rival in 
the 4011 metres. East Germany's 
Marita Koch, would not compete 
in that event. 

“I am Sony to hear Marita will 
not run the 400 metres.” she said. 

" I was looking forward to the bat- 
tle." 


Seeds get through 1st 
round of tennis tourney 


COLUMBUS. Ohio ( Ri — Fourth-seeded Bill Scanlon of the U.S. 
and eighth-seeded Christophe Roger- Vasselin of France breezed to 
victories Tuesday in the first round of a Slnn.oiMi men's Grand Prix 
Tennis Championship. 

Scanlon used precise groundstrokes and a strong serve to defeat 
Marcel Freeman, also of the U.S.. 6-4. 6-2. in 52 minutes. 

Roger- Vasselin of France struggled in the first set but went on to. 

score a 7-6 <7-3 1 . 6-1 victory over Vijay Amritraj of India in one 
hour and 1 6 minutes. J c 

Scanlon, ranked 1 Nth in the world, scored one service break aga- 
inst Freeman in the first set. In the second set he was in command 
from the start and scored breaks in the fifth and seventh games for 
victory. 

"This is my first tournament in three weeks and it took me a while 
to get going.” Scanlon said. 


Soviets bid to stage 
1990 World Cup finals 


ZURICH. Switzerland i R) — The Soviet Union has put in a last- 
minute bid to stage the 1990 World Cup finals, the International 
Football Federation (FIFA) said Tuesday. 

The official application from Moscow to FIFA’s Zurich hea- 
dquarters was made on Friday, only two days before nominations 
closed on July 31. FIFA said. 

Staging the World Cup finals is roated between the American and 
European continents and FIFA circulated all European Football 
Union t UEFA) members at the beginning of July inviting them to 
apply for the 1990 competition. 

FIFA awarded the 1986 finals to Mexico three months ago after 
Colombia, the designated hosts, dropped out. 

A FIFA executive committee meeting on Dec. H will decide the 
1990 World Cup host country, basing its decision on a special com- 
mittee’s recommendations. FIFA secretary Joseph Blatter said. 


Los Angeles Olympic officials to .visit Moscow 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Two sen- 
ior organisers of the Los Angeles 
Olympic Games will go to Mos- 
cow on Wednesday to assure Sov- 
iet officials that every preparation 
is being made to receive their ath- 
letes, a games spokeswoman said 
Tuesday. 

Soviet officials have criticised 
Los Angeles' plans for security, 
transport and housing for athletes 
during the games next year and 


have said a decision on whether 
the Soviet Union will compete will 
not be made until May 24, the last 
date for entering. 

Peter Ueberroth, president of 
the Los Angeles Olympic Org- 
anising Committee, and Harry 
Usher, the executive- vice pre- 
sident and the general manager of 
the committee, will go to Moscow, 
at the invitation of the National 
Olympic Committee of the Soviet 


Union, the spokeswoman said. 

“A purpose of the visit is to fur- 
ther solidify our relationship and 
to obtain advice and knowledge 
from the most recent host nation 
for the Olympic Games,” Ueb- 
erroth said in a statement issued 
through the spokeswoman. . 

“We also want to see some of 
the finest-managed sports com- 
petition in the world at the- Spa- 


rtakiade, the Soviet Union's qua- 
drennial national sports festival. 1 ’ 

Ueberroth has said he does not 
believe the Soviet Union wiD boy- 
cott the Los Angeles games. The 
United States led a boycott against 
the 1 980 games in Moscow to pro- 
test against the Soviet presence in 
Afghanistan. 

No firm date has been set for 
Ueberroth and Usher to return to 
Los Angeles. 


American teenager upsets sixth-seeded Czechoslovak 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana (R) - 
Unseeded American teenager 
Camille Benjamin beat Cze- 
choslovakia's sixth-seeded Hel- 
ena Sukova 7-6. 4-6. 6-1, to win 
the second round of the U.S. Clay 
Court Tennis Championships 
Tuesday. 

Benjamin. 1 7. who last year lost 
in the first round of the qualifying 
tournament here, used an agg- 
ressive game built around a strong 
topspin forehand to beat Sukova. 

1 N. who is rated 23rd in the world. 

Benjamin is rated 51st in the- 
world. In their only previous mee- 
ting, on a grass court in Australia 


last November, Benjamin lost to 
Sukova. 

In other second round women’s 
action in the S 5 89,000 week-long 
.tournament at the Indianapolis 
sport centre, defending champion 
and fourth-seeded Virginia Ruzici 
of Romania, third-seeded Zina 
Garrison of the United States and 
fifth-seeded Bo nn ie Gadusek. 
another American, all advanced 
with straight set victories. 

Ruzici beat Rafaella Reggi of 
Italy. 6-2, 6-4, and Garrison nee- 
ded only 56 minutes to beat Bar- 
bara Bramblett of the United Sta- 
tes, 6-2. 6-1. Gadusek beat Kat- 


erina Skronska of Cze- 
choslovakia, 6-0, 6-1. 

None of the top four seeds in the 
men's tournament have played. 
Top-seeded is defending cha- 
mpion Jose Higneras of Spain and 
second-seeded is Jose-Luis Gere 
of Argentina, winner of 15 con- 
secutive matches. 

In the hard-fought Benjamin- 
Sukova battle. Benjamin came 
back from a 5-2 deficit in the first 
set. She saved a set-point in the 
ninth game and went on to win 
four straight games for a 6-5 lead. 
Sukova held serve after two deu- 


ces to force the set into the tie- 
breaker. 

Benjamin took quick control of 
the tiebreaker, winning the first 
five points and coasting in to take 
it 7-3. 

The second set was almost ide- 
ntical as Sukova took a 5-3 lead. 
Benjamin broke serve in the ninth 
game but then lost her serve and 
the set at 1 5-40 on a double fault 

In the final set Benjamin took a 
5-0 lead before losing her serve, 
but she fought back to win the 
match that lasted one hour and 45 
minutes. 


East German Beyer keeps 
winning despite varied form 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East 
German Ucfo Beyer has won every 
important prize in shot-putting, 
but he says he is inconsistent 

Beyer has lost only one major 
international competition since he 
won the 1976 Olympic title in 
Montreal, and he is expected to 
add another gold medal to his col- 
lection in the inaugural World 
Championships in Helsinki this 
month. 

The one "failure'' was a bronze 
medal at the 1980 Moscow Oly- 
mpics behind Soviet pair Vladimir 
Kiseyov and Alexander Bar- 
yshnikov. 

But when he extended his own 
world record from 22.15 metres to 
2222 in Los Angeles last month, 
he said: “My performance varies 
enormously. I don’t know why. 


Today 1 was almost resigned to 
defeat.” 

Yet, at that match between the 
U.S. and East Germany, he also 
had an unnerving message for any 
rival in Helsinki. “I have already 
done 22.65 in training. If eve- 
rything goes right I think I could 
reach 22.50 in competition,” he 
said. » 

Beyer celebrates his 29th bir- 
thday on August 9. two days after 
the shot-put final on the opening 
day of the Helsinki cha- 
mpionships. and he thinks the 
years will tell against him at the 
Los Angeles Olympics next year. 

“Tm 28 already. Time is against 
me,”' he said. But he agrees his 
latest world record will be a World 
Championship boost —“it’s a psy- 
chological advantage.” 


His achievement in Los Angeles 
was all the more astounding bec- 
ause two days earlier, in training, 
he had injured an ankle. “I jum- 
ped out of the circle and twisted 
my left foot/’ he said. Beyer had 
been unhappy about his per- 
formance this season. “My tec- 
hnique needed some imp- 
rovement. The whole left side was 
wide open and' hardly any throw 
came out the way H should. The 
worst thing was that I never really 
knew how to deal with fitj." 

Then in training at the Uni- 
versity College of Los Angeles 
sports ground it all came back to 
him. He was putting 21.60 to 
21.80 metres. But on the 11th 
throw be slipped and needed car- 
eful medical attention to heal the 
ankle. 


Clerc bags 
3rd consecutive 
tennis title 
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Round-The-World Document 
Courier Service Will Quickly. 
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ROMANIA 83 - YOUR 
HOLI DAY 
DESTINATION , 

In any season, at your choise, rest-health-relaxation 
Yon can choose: 


- round trips 

- geriatric and Pell A mar cures 
-mountain-sea holidays 


- Bucharest - the garden city 

' Prahova Valley resorts: Sinaia, PredeaJ, Brasov, in the 
green and abundant nature of the Carpathian moun- 
tains 

- the femous spas: Felix, Herculane, Tusnad, Eforie 
Nord, Neptun 

- large beaches with sweet climate at Neptun-Olimo 
and Eforie Nord 

-interesting art and historical monuments 
Yon can always enjoy: 

- entertainments, original Romanian nights, folklore 
performances 

- first class hotels and fine cookery 

- competent and excellent medical assistance, efficient 
natural cure factors. 

Far free information and booking call:,. 

PETRA TRAVEL & TOURISM GO. 


ROMANIA 

;CS. 




Weekly Every 
for One Week 


or 


Wednesday 
2 Weeks 


Klag Hussein Street 
POB 1803 [Amman » Jordan 
;TeL 37380 - 30380- 


ShmefsanJ Near 
Commodore Hotel 


YdU 667028 - 670267 



■ NORTH CONWAY. New Ham- 
pshirejfR ) — Argentine Jose-Luis 
CTerr won- his third successive ten- 
nis title when he beat Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador 6-3. 6-1 in the 
final of the S200.000 North Con- 
way Grand Prix Tuesday. 

Clerc. 24. seeded three and 
ranked 1 0th in the world, has now. 
won 30 sets and conceded only 
one during a purple streak worth 
SI 02.000 including the North 
Conway Gist prize of S34.UUO. 

The first set went with serve- 
| until the eigth game when Gomez, 
seeded ninth and ranked 3 1st in 
the world, flatered as- he con- 
tinually attempted to run round 
his backhand to bring his exp- 
losive forehand into play. 

The break was enough to give 
t Clerc the opening set and he sec- 
ured a comfortable 65-minutc win. 
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Soviet grain harvest 
still faces problems 

MOSCOW (R> — This year’s Soveh gram harvest, expected to be the 
best for five yean, is still facing problems caused by the weather and 
human incompetence, an official agricultural newspaper said Tue- 
sday. 

Weather conditions had complicated the grain harvest in several 
regions, with growth stunted in some, crops sparse in others and 
flattened 'down in yet others, the newspaper Sefcskaya Zhizn (Village 
Life) said. 

The newspaper gave no details of which problems prevaQed in - 
which regions. Hail is normally responsible for flattening grain but 
complaints about the weather so far have been of high temperatures 
and drought in the south. 

Tuesday’s Selskaya Zhizn editorial said there was stQl danger of 
unacceptable losses caused by delays in gening the crops from the 
fields through the threshing process and into state grain elevators 
wit hm the ideal period of 10 to 12 days. 

Meanwhile, a senior Reagan administration official said Monday a 
new five-year grain sale pact with the Soviet Union should be viewed 
as a pragmatic business agreement rather than a significant political 
development. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (Ri — The market closed firmer as prices rallied from 
a 'narrowly mixed opening on light demand in a thin market, 
dealers said. At 1500 the F.T. index was up 9.5 at 716.6. 

The mixed opening was prompted by continued concern over 
the Dear term direction of U.S. interest rates but some light buying 
emerged and prices edged up. Glaxo rose 3Up on further U.S. 
. buying to 935p. It earlier announced that Morgan Guaranty 
Trust's nominee company holds about 16 per cent of its issued 
share capital. Beecham was up 1 op at 350p after an opening 2p 
loss. 

U.S. shares were mated with IBM up 7' 1 6 ai £79-1 1 '16 while 
gold shares were mainly firmer on the back of the bullion price. 

Government bonds closed with gams stretching to ’fe point at 
the longer end but dealerssaid that trading was thin ahead of the 
start Tuesday of the U.S. treasury refunding auctions. 

Among leading industrials Boots was.up 6p at 1 72p while gains 
of between 6p and lop were noted in Grand Metropolitan. B.P. 
and Plessey. Pilkingions announced it is to merge certain ope- 
rations in South Africa with Plate Glass and Shatierprufe Lid. The 
shares closed unchanged at 233p after 23 sp. 

Banks recovered some of Monday's losses with Barclays, which 
is due to report interim results on Friday, adding 5p at 4x4p. Nat 
West was up the same amount at 624p. dealers said. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (Rl — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 



_One swriing. . 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1-5-118*28 
1.2333*36 
2.6600.* H) 
2.9715*25 
2.1 0*90 
53.26/30 

K. 0090*0 120 
T574.00' 1 575.0(1 
242.9 0/243.110 
7.4210*60 
7.4210/60 
9.5 620*70 
413.60*414.10 


. U.S. dollars ,, — 

Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
.Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bahrain trade surplus narrows 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain's trade surplus in 1982 narrowed to 
22.5 mfltion Bahraini dinars (S50 million) from 84 million dinars 
(S225 million) in 1981, a spokesman for the Bahrain Monetary 
Agency said Tuesday. He told Reuters the country’s exports 
during the year totalled 1 .424 billion dinars ($3.85 billion) and 
imports 1 .402 billion dinars (S3. 80 billion). 

U.K. economy recovers Slowly 

~Y k 

LONDON (R) — The economic recovery in Britain is continuing 
but remains slow and fragile, the British employers' organisation 
reported Tuesday. A quarterly survey by die Confederation of 
British Industry (CBI) showed output levels were rising steadily 
but there was a lower level of optimism among businessmen than 
at the time of the last survey in April. 

S. Arabia cuts LPG prices 

TOKYO (R) — Saudi Arabia's state-run oil firm Petromin has 
„ told Japanese importers it cut its Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG ) 
price by S1G a tonne to 5270 with effect from' Aug. 1. Nippon 
Petroleum Gas Company said. It said this foDowed a request by a 
group of 10 Japanese LPG importers and distributors for a red- 
uction in the price of LPG of $50 to S60 a tonne. 

Eastman Kodak profits decline 

ROCHESTER. Newyork (R) — Eastman Kodak, citing dif- 
ficulties overseas. Monday reported that its profits continued to 
fall in the second quarter and that it would face “severe pressure’’ 
for the rest of 1983. Kodak earned SI 69.4 million on sales of 
$2.40 billion for its latest quarter, compared with profits of 
$248.3 million on sales of $2.43 billion in the second quarter of 
1982. For the first six months of this year. Kodak earned 521 8.H 
m illio n on sales of $4 .53 billion compared with profits of S429.6 
million on sales of S4.6K million in the first half of last year. 

vlorocco increases food prices 

RABAT (R) — Morocco’s government increased prices forcer- 
tain basic foods Monday by between seven and 67 percent in line 
with austerity measures passed last week by parliament. Butter 
prices are raised by 67 per cent cooking oil by 33 per cent, lump 
sugar by 16 percent and cake flour by 7.5 percent. The new prices 
follow the government’ s decision to cut state subsidies by 20 per 
cent from 2.000 to 1 .600 million dirhams (S23U million) this year. 
The agency said the legal minimum wages in industry and agr- 
iculture were being raised by 20 per cent, and taxes on higher 
incomes were being increased. 

Ministers agree on joint oil action 

PUERTO LA CRUZ. Venezuela (R) — Four countries pro- 
■ dueing-81 per-eeat-of Lath wAme rica’ s oil output agreed Monday 
-night to work towards joint action in support of their oil ind- 
ustries. Mexico. Venezuela. Ecuador and Trinidad-Tobago. 
whose combined output average five million barrels per day in 
1 982. announced the decision at the eod of a closed-door meeting 
here between their energy ministers. 

W. German industrial outpout rises 

BONN (R) — West German industry achieved its best production 
levels in JuDe for 13 months, underlining that demand is again on 
the way up after a two-year recession. Total output in June 
provisionally rose 1 .9 per cent above levels in May this year and 
June 1982. Revised results for May also show a one per cent rise 
from April instead- of no change as originally estimated. 

OAPEC stresses pollution controls 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OAPEC) Tuesday called on Arab oil producers 
to tighten controls op oil pollution. 


Central banks’ 
selling stems 
dollar rise 


LONDON (. R» - The dollar fell 
back against major currencies 
Tuesday as the United States. 
Japanese. West German and 
French central banks intervened 
in foreign exchange markets to 
halt its dramatic advance of the 
past week. 

The concerted official action 
was the first since major industrial 
nations agreed at the Wil- 
liamsburg economic summii last 
May to cooperate in calming dis- 
orderly markets, but dealers were 
divided over its likely long-term 
effect. 

Dollar values in the Far East 
and Europe fell sharply from 
Monday’s record levels, but later 
steadied on European exchanges 
despite open selling by the West 
German Bundesbank and the 
Bank of France. 

A Bundesbank spokesman in 
Frankfurt said the official selling 
of dollars was “designed to cou- 
nter the danger of a development 
that feeds on its own momentum, 
which may lie in the current rapid 
and strong overshooting of the 
dollar.” 

Dealers said the Bundesbank 
sold $87.35 million at the midday 
Frank fun fixing as the dollar was 
-set at 2 . 66 i >5 marks compared 
with Monday's eight-year high of 
2.6675. 

Some dealers said the West 
German action appeared to be 
only a smoothing operation rather 
than an attempt to prevent a fur- 
ther dollar rise. 

But major central banks, inc- 
luding the U.S. Federal Resene, 
were again detected in the Far 
Eastern and European markets 
Tuesday. 

The joint intervention was first 
acknowledged by a U.S. treasury 
spokesman in Washington in res- 
ponse- to market rumours. 

In an official statement later 
confirmed in. Tokyo and Fra- - 
nkfun. he said the three banks had 
sold dollars on Friday ar.d again 
Monday. 

The greatest effect of the int- 
ervention was felt by the French 
franc, which Monday closed at an 
all-time low of k.i»645 to the dol- 
lar but was trading Tuesday at 
around eight to the dollar. 

Dealers' said the Bank of Fra- 
nce. which appeared to have ent- 
ered the market later than the 
three other central banks, had sold 
$5u to SXn million and 2( »• ) million 
marks in Paris and had also been 
detected selling dollars in London. 

Less volatile currencies like the 
yen and the Swiss franc were only 
slightly affected by the int- 
ervention. 

The dollar traded just below 
243 yen. one yen below Monday's 
close. • and around 2.14 Swiss 
francs against Monday's 2.1455. 

Sterling, which until Monday 
had kepi pace with the dollar, was 


little traded Tuesday at around 
$1.51. 

Other dealers said confirmation 
of i he concerted central bank act- 
ion had failed to undermine sen- 
timent in favour of the dollar, 
whose underlying strength could 
push it yet higher when the official 
selling ended. 

They said commercial dollar 
sales has not been great and the 
Soviet Union had been buying the 
currency after its fall in the Far 
East. 

Among factors favouring the 
dollar is the general belief that key 
U.S. interest rates will soon rise as 
the Federal Reserve Board lig- 
htens its monetary policy to curb 
money supply growth/ 

The prospect of fun her capital 
inflows into the United States and 
the continuing tensions in the 
Middle East and Central America 
will more than offset worries over 
the size of the U.S. current acc- 
ount payments deficit, the dealers 
said. 

Market analysts agreed that the 
U.S. intervention was unlikely to 
be prolonged. 

The Reagan administration has 
repeatedly opposed official action 
as a long-term instrument for con- 
trolling exchange rates, and its 
interpretation of the Williamsburg 
agreement to intervene in "dis- 
orderly markets” was expected to 
be narrow. 

France accuses U.S. 

In Paris senior French officials, 
reacting to the franc's plunge to a 
record low against the dollar, have 
blamed United States policy for 
France’s current economic woes. 

Finance Minister Jacques Del- 
ors m a radio interview accused 
the U.S. of reneging on promises 
made earlier this year to reduce its 
budget deficit and domestic int- 
-etest rates in order to ease pre- 
ssure on the franc. 

"How can the Americans call 
for solidarity from their allies in 
the diplomatic and political arena 
if they plunge Europe into a still 
deeper crisis” Mr. Delors asked. 

"In any case, as regards the dol- 
lar. the Americans have not fol- 
lowed up their commitments.” 
made at Lhe Williamsburg summit 
of industrialised nations in May. 
he said. 

Mr. Mauroy told the newspaper 
Ouoitdien De Paris Monday that 
the govern menTs austerity plan to 
reduce inflation to eight per cent 
this year and cut a massive trade 
deficit was on course. 

" If I had to do it again. I would 
do it the same way.” he said. 

But informed sources said int- 
ernal divisions were building up in 
the socialist party over possible 
new tax increases to balance the 
budget and redress a social sec- 
urity deficit. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: A heavy and frustrating 
influence is hanging over you and it is necessary that you 
keep as cheerful as you can and don't force issues. You 
would be wise not to rely on others. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Business matters can be 
hard to ha nd le until lunchtime and then you can avoid one 
who is unreliable. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Rise above that feeling of 
depression and later be sure to handle that business mat- 
ter welL 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Forget that worrying in 
and be more practical and use good judgment later, so 
that you do not make a mistake. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Avoid that 
angry and forceful friend and conditions later are rather 
restricting, but rise above them. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Handle business matters well 
in the morning and later be very diplomatic with your 
friends. Pay that pressing bffi. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22) Avoid that new contact 
who has an eye on your assets. Study the actions of one in 
power. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Be sure the promises you 
mulct* in business are those you can keep, and later do not 
go off on any tangents. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Don't permit a partner to 
do something that you do not approve of. Keep a promise 
you made. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be determined 
and you get that work done wall. Make a new partner ex- 
plain agreements. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You are angry with 
your loved one, but remain calm. Make sure you are not 
extravagant. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Take a walk and avoid 
an argument at home, and soon it will be over. Also 
sidestep one who gossips too much. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A day to remain calm, cool 
and collected, both in business and at home since the 
situation is rather tense. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
early show much ability at getting into the core of money 
matters, repairing property, building, etc. so slant the 
education along such lines. Later in life your progeny will 
develop selling ability. 

“The Stars impel, they do not compeL” What you m a ke 
of your life is largely np to youl 




THE Daily Crossword By William Canine 


ACROSS 

24 Moslem 

48 Hot cross — 

14 Confine 

1 Abrupt 

council 

49 S.C. unF • 

16 Went Into 

declivity 

27 Wrath 

varsity 

a frenzy 

6 Denizens of 

28 Scarf 

51 Ctilnese- 

19 Stage one* 

the fold 

29 Resident 

American 

night 

11 Museof 

of Cuzco 

architect 

stands 

comedy 

31 Moved 

52 Missouri 

23 Scene” 

12 Jungle 

rapidly 

city 

25 Merrymaker 

drum 

32 Heavy 

54 Dweller on 

26 Of birds 

14 Actress 

burden 

Btscayne 

28 Cruzor 

Linda 

34 Joyless 

Bay 

Catalina 

15 Btafcnan 

37 Elegant 

56 Save 

30 Sick 

17 Parisian 

41 Mountain 

57 Lend a hand 

31 — and 

friend 

tree 

58 Cook In oil 

don , t8 

18 Sour milk 

42 Colloidal 

again 

33 Good luck 

20 Mrs.tn 

system 

59 Under, 

charm 

Madrid 

43 Makeup 

to poets 

34 Paints 

21 Take the 

44 One who 

poorly 

helm 

applies 

DOWN 

35 One who 

22 Holdup 

45 Denude 

1 Lodge 

pubHshas 

23 30s dance 

47 Attention 

member 

36 Poet 

step 

getter 

2 Preserve 

3 Fish sauce 

Stephen 
38 Vain 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


Bona bbqb naaiiii 
rannra nnnn Lifansa 
nrann epibh nnaua 
orannnnHsanrciBB 
00011003 BHBDinPIB 
Bum nun Band 
nBciBno ranan nan 
qhkibh Bran nnciPia 
DOB BQQn 000003 

Brans ana nan 

3000000 0000030 
HomnMiDnHniin 
0F13O0 30190 0003 
00003 □□DB QtZlOO 
003BB OB3B0Q13B 


4 Brooks 

5 Likes 
mansion 

6 Dependable 

7 Miserable 
dwelling 

8 Near East 
niter 

9 Greek 
letter 

10 Haphazard 
try 

11 Mexican 
dish 

13 Condition 
olConlF 
dance 


39 Defeat, in 

politics 

40 Admit 

42 Vaporous 

45 More 
guHeful 

46 Easy 
manners 

49 Musical 
symbol 

50 Houston 
acronym 

53 Fnrit 
drink 

55 Cambridge 
school 
fetters 
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Sri Lanka’s far left goes underground 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri Lankan government, 
battling to end a wave of ethnic violence, has arr- 
ested leaders of the banned pro- Moscow Communist 
Party, but top leaders of two other outlawed leftist 
groups had gone underground, a government spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 


{hose urrcsicd included the 
l nmmunisi Party Secretary Gen- 
eral. K.P. Silva, the editor nl the 
parly's daily newspaper. H.G.S. 
Ramaweera. and at leasi one 
other member of its political bur- 
eau. spokesman Douglas Liy- 
unuge said. 

Mr. Livanage said orders had 
been issued lor the arrest ol 31 
people, including the leaders ol 
two oilier outlawed parties, the 
lanatha 'mnukihi Peramuna 
i People's Liberation Fromi and 
the Vawa Sama Sam3ja Party 
I The New Socialist Party i. Eig- 
hteen ol them had been arrested 
by noon. 

Mr. Liv.vnago said the three top 
men ol the extreme left People's 
Liberation Prom and the leader ol 
the ^cvv Socialist Party had so far 


eluded security lorces. 

He warned the public that har- 
bouring warned men was an ofl- 
ence punishable by a fine and up 
to live years in jail. 

Sri Lanka Tuesday appeared to 
be pulling back from the brink of 
chuos alter a week of ethnic vio- 
lence in which at least 2 1 5 people 
died and hundreds ol offices, 
shops and homes were destroyed. 

I ‘he government Tuesday rel- 
axed an island-wide curfew for the 
second consecutive day and no 
major incidents ol violence have 
been reported since Friday eve- 
ning. 

Government offices and many 
private businesses reopened Tue- 
sday morning and long queues 
again formed outside banks and 
looj shops. The curfew was to be 


reimposed at 3 p.m. ( iw3uG vlT>. 

The government declared a 
long list of businesses “essential 
services" under emergency reg- 
ulations. making it compulsory lor 
employees to report for work. 

Top ol the list were those inv- 
olved in lood distribution. The 
government said it was bringing in 
vegetables to the capital by train 
and trucks to ensure adequate 
supplies. 

file government said it was tig- 
htening censorship regulations lor 
the press and limiting the mov- 
ement of journalists during curfew 
hours. 

it imposed a blackout on news 
about the movement of more than 
Tamil refugees in the Col- 
ombo area, but said many were 
being moved to the northern laf- 
fna District where most ot the 
country's Tamil population live. 

Refugees are being taken by 
ship to the North and some are 
being air-lifted by helicopter. 

On Thursday, the government 
is due to present legislation IX 
Parliament that will effectively 


outlaw the main party of Lhe Tam- 
ils. the Tamil United Liberation 
FronuTULF'i. which has 17 seats 
in the IbS-member assembly. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
has said he will outlaw all groups 
that espouse separatism, even 
though the government has adm- 
itted the TULF has had no direct 
role in the latest bloodshed. 

Back to normal 

Bustling crowds streamed past 
the blackened shells of burnt-out 
buildings Tuesday as a semblance 
of normal life returned to Sri 
Lanka's riot-tom capital for the 
first lime in a week. 

People stood in long queues 
outside tood and liquor shops and 
banks, viany were just glad to be 
out in the open as an island-wide 
curlew, imposed to curb ethnic 
violence which claimed at least 
215 lives, was lifted for a lew 
hours. 

Outside one shop more than 
loo men were queuing for liquor. 


“There's not much else to do but 
have a drink during the curfew." 
said a 45-year-old labourer who 
had come into town specially to 
stock up on spirits. 

Women in brightly-coloured 
saris hurried to restock empty lar- 
ders before re imposition of the 
curfew in the mid-afternoon. 

Troops in battle-fatigues pat- 
rolled Colombo streets, while pol- 
ice armed with rifles controlled 
queues outside some shops. 

Beggars and traffic wardens 
were out again as tourists, con- 
fined to their hotels during curfew 
hours, visited shops and res- 
taurants in the central Fort dis- 
trict. or stood in line for airline 
tickets out of country. 

Traffic iams returned to the 
heart of the capital and Colombo’s 
bright red buses jostled with mod- 
em Japanese cars and ancient 
vlom's vfinors from Britain. 

viany families were straining 
under the confinement of the cur- 
few. 

“It's a battle just to keep from 
going mad." said a mother of five 


who was waking in a line beside a 
wagon distributing nee." The chi- 
ldren can't go into the streets, so 
naturally they get jbored indoors." 

Food is not being rationed, but 
shop-keepers are limiting the pur- 
chases of each family to prevent 
hoarding. 

In the bazaar area a few veg- 
etable stalls were open, but many 
traders had stayed away. 

Journalist expelled 

COLOMBO (Rl — The Sri Lan- 
kan government said Tuesday it 
was expelling a journalist from the 
United States news agency United 
Press international (UPI) for all- 
eged violation of censorship reg- 
ulations imposed during ethnic 
unrest. 

Government spokesman Dou- 
glas Liyattage said Stewart Slav in. 
UPl's Delhi-based South Asian 
regional manager, was told to 
leave for transmitting material 
turned down by the government 
censor. 


Nicaraguan leaders meet U.S. envoy 


reronist leader bleak 
about annesty law 


BLfcNOS AIRES iR- A civ- 
ilian government m Argentina 
could not reverse the citccisot an 
amnesty lur human rights oft- 
en ders in the .security In roes pla- 
nned bv the present military junta. 
PcTonisi leader ltalo LuJct said 
vlonday . 

vlr. LuJcr. widely tipped to 
become the Pen-mists presidential 
candidate in elections on Oct. 3*'. 
sjiiJ i hat oven it parliament rep- 
ealed such an amnesty law. its cll- 
ee ts out Id not be annulled. 

“l-rom the juridical point of 
view, it the government pm- 
.nulgates i die law i. its effects will 
be irreversible." he said in a radio 
interview. 

" 1 his must be said clearly, bec- 
ause we cannot deceive public 
opinion." vlr. Luder said. 

lhe junta has said that, belorc 
the elections to return Argentina 
in democracy, it plans in pro- 
mulgate a law granting amnesty to 
lormer let list guerrillas and mem- 
bers ol the security lorces accused 
ol human rights abuses in anti- 


gucrrilla « lpcrauons between l v»7 3 
and 1 11 '2. 

But the proposed law has run 
into opposition Irom human rights 
groups, most political leaders and 
several leading churchmen. 

Human rights groups csiiamic 
that h.iMMi to 3«».inm people dis- 
appeared during the security for- 
ces crackdown on the guerrillas, 
vlost are believed to have been 
kidnapped and subsequently kil- 
led by government lorces. 

Raul Altonsin. the presidential 
candidate of the Radical Party, 
has said repeatedly that, it elected, 
his government would repeal any 
amnesty law passed by the mil- 
itary. 

Sources close to vlr. Altonsm 
said that any legislation passed by 
the junta which was not sub- 
sequently ratified by parliament 
could be considered null and void. 

vlr. Luder said an amnesty law- 
passed in present circumstances 
would be rejected by public opi- 
nion. but added nothing could be 
done about this. 


vlANAGUA { R t -• Nicaragua's 
leftist leaders met briefly with 
l i.S. special envoy Richard Stone 
and then promptly received a Sov- 
iet foreign ministry official, spo- 
tlighting their key position in an 
ideological tug-of-war in Central 
America. 

vlr. Slone spent an hour with 
junta chiel Daniel Ortega and 
Foreign Minister vliguel O'escnto 
vlonday as he wound up his thirJ 
tour ot the region. The subject of 
their talks was not disclosed, bui 
both sides described them as use- 
ful. 

Thirty minutes after vlr. Stone 
left for Washington, secretary 
general of the Soviet foreign min- 
istry 1 uri Fokin joined vlr. Ort- 
ega and Foreign vlinister D'esc- 
oto at a press conference. 

Father D'escoto said he acc- 
epted Fokin's invitation to vlos- 
cow to discuss the next meeting of 

Reagan urged 
to reconsider 
export controls 

NEW t ORK ( R / Secretary ot 
State George Shultz and Com- 
merce Secretary vlalcnlm Bal- 
drige have urged President Rea- 
gan to lilt or case controls on the 
export of U.S. •sil and gas equ- 
ipment to the Soviet Union, the 
new i ork l imes reported Tue- 
sday. It cited administration off- 
icials as saying the proposal was 
submitted to vlr. Reagan at the 
enJ ol last week and he was exp- 
ected to accept it. at least in part. 

I he I imes said vlr. Shultz anJ 
vlr. Baldrige proposed cither a 
complete lifting of controls on oil 
and gas equipment sales or as eas- 
ing to permit the saleol pipelavers 
which Moscow has sought torenn- 
siruction ot the Siberian natural 
gas pipeline. 

lhe newspaper quoted adm- 
inistration officials as saying Mos- 
cow had shown interest, this year in 
buying 2««i pipelayers —tractors 
with special hoists that place oil 
and gas pipes in trenches —from 
the Caterpillar tractor company. 

Officials expected that vlr. 
Reagan might agree to relax res- 
trictions on the pipelayers. but 
I possibly not on other equipment 
such asclecimn beam welders and 
high-quality drill bits. I he Times 
said. 

The l imes said Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar Weinberger opp- 
osed the proposal. 

The Times noted that the Uni- 
ted States and lhe Soviet Union 

Iasi Thursday announced a new- 
long-term agreement underwhich 
Moscow is to increase its min- 
imum annual purchases of U.S. 
grain by 5u per cent for the next 
five years. 

Aeroflot 
passengers, 
crew awarded 

MOSCOW t Rt — A Soviet airline 
crew and passengers who foiled a 
hijacking attempt on an internal 
flight last month have been awa- 
rded medals. I ASS news agency 
reported Tuesday. 

It did not specify how many of 
the crew and passengers had been 
decorated. 

TASS reported in July that one 
hijacker was killed and another 
arrested when they tried to com- 
mandeer a Soviet plane on a flight 
from Moscow to Tallinn, capital of 
the Soviet Republic of Estonia, 
and , take it outside the Soviet 
Union. 

It said none of the crew and pas- 
sengers had been hurt thwarting 
the hijackers. 


the United Nations General Ass- 
embly. 

Managua's ties to Moscow have 
been a source of friction with 
Washington, which accuses Nic- 
aragua's leaders of trying to exp- 
on vlarxist revolution throughout 
Central America. 

The friction has flared on the 
border of Nicaragua and Hon- 
duras. the United States' closest 
ally in Central America, to thr- 
eaten a war with the markings of 
an East- West confrontation. 

vlr. Stone told reporters his 
talks with the Nicaraguan leaders 
had been “very broad and the res- 
ults useiul and positive. The con- 
versation will continue in Lhe fut- 
ure." 

A Nicaraguan foreign ministry 
communique said the talks with 
vlr. Stone were “useful" and that 
Nicaragua would continue its eff- 
orts toward peace tul resolution ot 


the region's conflicts. 

vlr. Stone's visit to Nicaragua 
followed a meeting on Sunday 
with a leader of the Salvadorean 
guerrilla movement in Bogota. 

The meeting was the first con- 
tact between the U.S. Central 
American envoy and the guerrillas 
fighting a bitter civil war against 
the U.S.-backed government in El 
Salvador. 

Colombian President Beltsario 
Betancur. who engineered the 
meeting, said Mr. Stone talked for 
two hours with Ruben Zamora, a 
leader of the Revolut ionary Dem- 
ocratic Front, the political arm of 
five vlarxist-lcd Salvadorean gue- 
rrilla groups. 

vlr. Stone has not commented 
on the subject of his talks with the 
Salvadorean guerrillas. The Uni- 
ted States and the Salvadorean 
government have said in the past 
that discussions would be limited 


to the guerrillas' participation in 
upcoming elections, tentatively 
set for later this year. 

Diplomatic efforts to avert war 
between Honduras and Nicaragua 
are being led by the so-called Con- 
tadora group of countries — Mex- 
ico. Colombia. Venezuela and 
Panama. 

A meeting of nine Latin Ame- 
rican foreign ministers ended last 
weekend without agreeing on a 
defiinitive peace proposal, bu^fur- 
ther meetings are due to be held 
this month. 

The Soviet official. Mr. F'okin. 
told the Nicaraguan leaders at the 
press conference that they had 
Moscow's support in searching for 
a peaceful solution to the conflict. 
" We support all the efforts of Nic- 
aragua in this direction." he said. 

The United Slates has also exp- 
ressed support for the Contadora 
group's efforts. 


vlr. Reagan said he appointed 
the first woman supreme court 
justice and that three women, inc- 
luding U.N. ambassador Jeane 
Kirkpatrick, serve in his cabinet. 

“In our first two yeare. we app- 
ointed more women in top policy 
posts than any administration bef- 
ore us — and I think that' s a preuy 
good start." he added. 

To claims that he attempted to 
stifle the independence of the civil 
rights commission which monitors 
enforcement of anti- 
discrimination laws, he res- 
ponded: “Forgive me. but that's 
hogwash." 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GOREN 

<r iMJ Tnoune Company Syndicate. Inc 

ANSWERS TO BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ KJ975 7AQ5 >K87 4Q10 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 1 NT Pass 

n 

What action do you take’’ 

A. — Only someone with a 
reckless disregard for his 
pocketbook would take 
another bid. Even if you find 
partner with a maximum 10 
points, your combined hold- 
ing is unlikely to stretch to 
nine tricks, particularly since 
partner almost surely has no 
more than two spades. 

Q.2-Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ K95 TAQ872 OAQ32 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 

I Pass 2 C Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This hand might, or 
might not, produce a game. It 
depends on where partner 
has his values. The way to 
find out is to make a trial bid 
of three diamonds. If partner 
bids anything other than 
three hearts, go on to game. 

Q.3— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ 94 TJ9863 OQ 1095 *93 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one no trump. What ac- 
tion do you take? 

A. — In the long run, it is a 
losing tactic to let partner 
play one no trump when you 
have a weak, distributional 
hand that includes a five-card 
major. The hand invariably 
plays better in your long suit, 
because you can usually 
score a few tricks by ruffing. 
Bid two hearts. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


♦ 109652 ^5 OQJ72 *872 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one club. What do you 
respond? 

A.— In terms of point count, 
you really do not have 
enough for any action. Still, 
you do have the spade suit, 
and its preemptive value 
should not be underestim- 
ated. We would respond one 
spade, which might succeed 
in shutting out the enemy's 
heart suit. And if partner 
raises spades, even vigorous- 
ly. the hand might play quite 
well. 

Q.5 — North-South vulner- 
able. os South you hold: 

♦ AQJ872 <?K95 05 *A62 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 

1 ♦ 3 0 4 NT Pass 

5 V Pass 6 0 Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A. — If you did anything 
other than pass, you have let 
the opponents bluff you out 
of a slam. The Blackwood bid- 
der is the captain of the band. 
He asked for aces and you 
showed your two. He then 
selected six diamonds as the 
final contract. If that was not 
partner's intention, he had 
other ways to bid the band, 
probably starting with a cue- 
bid of four diamonds. 

Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦0652 ?J95 OQ872 *93 
Partner opens the bidding 
with two spades. What do 
you bid now? 

A.— This is a textbook hand. 
Jump to four spades. That 
shows good trump support, 
and no first- or second-round 
control in any side suit— not 
even a void or singleton. 
Doesn't that describe your 
hand exactly? 


Reagan denies discriminatidM against 
‘women, handicapped, other minorities’ 


A TLANTA. Georgia (R) — Pre- 
sident Reagan has vigorously def- 
ended his administration against 
charges by political foes that he 
has neglected the needs of blacks, 
women, and the poor. 

Addressing the American bar 
association's annual meeting in 
Atlanta, vlr. Reagan said he had 
an "unshakeable commitment to 
elimniate discrimination against 
blacks, women, the handicapped, 
and other minorities." 

He said his administration has 
appointed women to top gov- 
ernment jobs at a record pace and 
had tiled more criminal suits over 
civil rights violations than any 


previous administration. 

He branded as" Hogwash" cha- 
rges that his recent appointments 
to the civil rights commission thr- 
eatened its independence and he 
rejected allegations that his eco- 
nomic policies favour the wealthy. 

Monday's speech was part of a 
stepped-up White House effort to 
blunt allegations that Mr. Rea- 
gan's policies discriminate in fav- 
our of the affluent, whites, and 
males. 

The president s political str- 
aiegists say this issue will be one of 
the most serious obstacles to his 
re-election next year should he 
decide to stand. 


India careful about Sri Lankan riots 


By Bernard Me lunsky 

Reu/cr 

NEW DELHI \R» — ■ India is ste- 
ering a careful course as it copes 
with a volatile situation off its sou- 
thern shores in Sri Lanka, where 
at least 2 1 5 people have been kil- 
led in a week of ethnic violence. 

Prime vlinister Indira Gandhi's 
government has come under inc- 
reasing public and political pre- 
ssure to do something to end the 
violence in Sri Lanka between 
Sinhalese and minority Tamils. 

Most ot the deepest passion 
over the plight of the Tamils is 
expressed in the South, especially 
in lhe Tamil-majority sLate of 
Tamil Nadu. Mrs. Gandhi's Con- 
gress ( I ) Party is in opposition in 
three of the tour southern states, 
including Tamil Nadu which is 
ruled by a regional party. 

Her government appears anx- 
ious to do two things in its app- 
roach io the Sri Lankan problem, 
which flared last week as a Sin- 
halese backlash to the killing of 1 3 
soldiers by Tamil separatist gue- 
rrillas. 

In the first place, say diplomats, 
il wants io "show the maximum 
concern for the plight of Tamils 
caught up in the backlash. Sec- 
ondly. it wants to avoid any charge 
of interference in the internal aff- 
airs of another country, especially 
as India is current chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement. 

The last summit of the IUT- 
member Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement. in Delhi five months ago. 
reaffirmed “the need for stria 
adherence to the principles of 
non-intervention and non- 
interference." 

Mrs. Gandhi has veered bet-' 
ween expressing anxiety about 
Indian nationals and Tamils and 
urging restraint and a cooling of 
emotions. 

To demonstrate her solidarity 
with Tamil sentiments. Mrs. Gan- 


dhi ordered all government offices 
in Tamil Nadu to be closed to coi- 
ncide with a one-day general str- 
ike there in protest at the violence 
in Sri Lanka. 

Diplomats say. in view of the 
domestic and international con- 
siderations. it was an astute move 
on Mrs. Gandhi's part to send 
Foreign vlinister P.V. Narasimha 
Ran to Sri Lanka last week. 

Mr. Rao's one-day visit inc- 
luded talks with President Junius 
Jayewardene. It ended with an 
Indian offer to help in relief and 
humanifarian assistance, inc- 
luding sending a ship to take dis- 
placed Tamils from rim-tom areas 
to the Tamil-dominated North of’ 
the island. 
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Some critics have alleged that in 
its anxiety not to displease Sri 
Lanka il tended to be over- 
cautious in not speaking out in str- 
onger terms before the violence 
got out of control. 

Opposition spokesmen and lea- 
ding politicians from the South 
have demanded tougher action, 
ranging from ultimatums to Sri 
Lanka to raising the matter with 
the United Nations. 

Bui some commentators have 
appreciated Mrs. Gandhfs dil- 
emma in dealing with a small nei- 
ghbour without appearing to wield 
the big stick. Smaller countries of 
■the region are often acutely sus- 
picious of the intentions and aims 
of a giant and powerful India. 

' "Talking tough' to tiny Sri 
Lanka, at least in public, would 
not have added to India's stature 
or image." the Hindustan Times 
newspaper observed in an edi- 
torial. 

Mrs. Gandhi herself touched on 
these regional sensitivities when 
she opened a meeting of seven 


South Asian foreign ministers in 
New Delhi Monday, though she 
did not refer by name to any other 
country. 

“We don't want to take on more 
problems. Our policy is not to int- 
erfere in the affairs of others. But 
ours is a troubled region ... it 
would be idle lo pretend that we 
arc not affected by what happens 
elsewhere.” 

Foreign Minister Ran. in a sta- 
tement to Parliament earlier, was 
more specific in explaining that 
"developments affecting the 
Tamil population in Sri Lanka 
give rise to feelings on the Indian 
side and can create situations of 
strain " she said. 

vlr. Rao was giving the bac- 
kground to a diplomatic row thaL 
erupted between India and Sri 
Lanka even before the din break 
of large-scale violence. 

Colombo alleged interference 
in its affairs after Delhi expressed 
its views about emergency mea- 
sures to combat Tamil separatist 
guerrillas. 

Mrs. Gandhi last Saturday 
demonstrated her concern over 
the worsening situation in Sri 
Lanka by cutting short an up- 
country visit so she could get a 
personal assessment from Mr. 
Rao on his return to Delhi from 
Colombo. 

The following day she received 
a delegation of political leaders 
from Tamil Nadu. 

Some of the team suggested 
India should urge the United Nat- 
ions to send a peace-keeping force 
to Sri Lanka. 

Mrs. Gandhi apparently dem- 
urred and’asked the politicians in 
ensure that popular passions were 
noL aroused over the Sri Lankan 
violence. 

“ However deep are our fee- 
lings. we must try to control 
them", she was laterquoted as tel- 
ling a group of Congress (I l pol- 
itical workers in Delhi. 


Delhi backs 
protests in 
Tamil Nadu 

NEW DELHI <Ri - -A 
government-sponsored protest 
strike against the ethnic violence 
in Sri Lanka began in the southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu Tue- 
sday. the Press Trust of India 
(PTI) news agency reported. 

The agency said train, bus and 
air services stopped throughout 
the state and factory workers did 
not report for duty as the 1 4-hour 
general strike came into force 
early in the morning. Normally 
bustling streets looked deserted. 
PTI said. 

The strike was called by the 
state's ruling All India Anna Dra- 
vida Munnetra Kazhagam ( A1A- 
DMK) Party to express Tamil 
Nadu's anguish over the clashes 
between majority Sinhalese and 
the minority Tamil community in 
Sri Lanka. 

The riots in Sri Lanka are a 
major issue in the state, whose 
predominantly Tamil population 
has strong ethnic and cultural links 
with the Sri Lankan Tamils. 

State officials said railways, air- 
ports. pons, post offices, the stock 
exchange and all markets will 
remain closed. The government 
declared a holiday for offices and 
schools. 

To demonstrate the central 
government’s solidarity with the 
Tamil sentiments. Mrs. Gandhi 
ordered all govern mem offices in 
the state to be closed for the day. 

State Chief vlinister M.G. 
Ramachandran said New Delhi 
had never before joined in a 
state-sponsored strike. “This 
shows that the centre treats the Sri 
Lanka problem as a national 
issue." he said. 

But the Indian Express new- 
spaper said in an editorialTuesday 
said that the central government's 
formal participation in the strike 
by closing its offices was unwise. 

“Any feeling in Sri Lanka that 
•India is even indirectly patronising 
or backing the Tamils can only 
sharpen the Sinhala-Tamil divide 
in the country.' 1 it added. 

In the Indian capital, several 
hundred Delhi university students 
demonstrated in front of the Sri 
Lankan High Commission Tue- 
sday to protest against attacks on 
Tamils in Sri Lanka, police said. 

About bn students of the opp- 
osition Congress (Si Party's youth 
wing, carrying posters and sho- 
uting slogans, were arrested for 
blocking traffic, police added. 

They had earlier burnt an effigy 
of Sri Lankan President Junius 
Jayewardene before the mission 
building. 


South Asia 
initiates 
regional 
cooperation 

NEW DELHI ( Rj - Seven South 
Asian countries Tuesday initiated 
a programme of regional coo- 
peration to accelerate economic 
growth, social progress and cul- 
tural development. 

The programme was formally 
launched with the signing of a dec- 
laration at a meeting of foreign 
ministers from Bangladesh. Bhu- 
tan. India. Maldives. Nepal. Pak-. 
istan and Sri Lanka. The seven 
countries have a total population 
of about one billion. 

The meeting took place in the 
shadow of ethnic violence in Sri 
Lanka off India's southern coast, 
but the declaration stated that bil-. 
aieral and contentious matters 
would be excluded from dis- j 
cussions on regional cooperation. 

Six foreign ministers signed the ! 
declaration Tuesday. Shahul I 
Hameed of Sri Lanka signed 
Monday before leaving for home 
after attending the first day's ses- 
sion- 

Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, who inaugurated the 
meeting Monday, said the gro- 
uping was not aimed against any- 
one else and its members were not 
moved by any ideological or mil- 
itary considerations. 

The programme is for coo- 
peration in agriculture, rural dev- 
elopment. telecommunications, 
meteorology, health and pop- 
ulation. postal services, transport, 
.science and technology and sports, 
an and culture. 

Other objectives listed by the 
declaration include closer coo- 
peration with other developing 
nations and with international and 
regional organisations. 

Hie declaration said the par- 
ticipation of each country in the 
financial costs of the programme 
should be voluntary. 

It said a committee will be est- 
ablished at the level of foreign sec- 
retaries for coordinating and mon- 
itoring regional cooperation. 
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Britain ready to 
aid Sri Lanka 

i 

LONDON (Rl — Britain is wil- 
ling to consider providing aid in 
help Sri Lanka over its communal 
strife. Foreign Secretary Sir Geo- 
ffrey Howe said Tuesday. Sir Geo- 
ffrey said the government was 
concerned about the situation and 
had advised Britons to stay away 
from the troubled island, where 
recent violence between Sinhalese 
inhabitants and the minority Tam- 
ils has cost more than 2iw lives. 
.He strongly implied any aid 
would be humanitarian in nature. 
Asked in a radio interview what 
the British government could do 
to assist Sri Lanka, he replied: “If 
there is any way we can help them, 
in terms of reducing human suf- 
fering or anything like that, we 
would be willing lo consider it." 

Irish cardinal says 
youth was murdered 

ARMAGH. Non hern Ireland (R» 
— The leader of the Roman Cat- 
holic Church in Ireland vlonday 
accused a British army regiment of 
murdering a Catholic youth. Car- 
dinal Tomas O'Fiaich was spe- 
aking at the funeral of Marim 
via lone. I •**. who was shot dead in 
Armagh by a patrol of the Ulster 
Defence Regiment rUDRl two 
days ago. The cardinal said he had 
strongly condemned the murder 
of four UDR men last month. But 
he added: "How can one pro- 
nounce the deliberate killing of a 
member of this force as murder 
and the deliberate killing ot an 
unarmed bystander by a member 
of this force as anything less than 
murder?" 


Woman confesses to 
killing 3 men 

K.E MPEN. West Germany [R) - 
A 67-year -old West German 
woman has confessed to poisoning 
to death two of her husands and a 
lover over the past seven years, 
police said vlonday. Maria Vel- 
ten. an-esred last vlonday. adm- 
itted murdering her NO-v car-old 
third husband last year to inherit 
his 5i».tU)U-mark (S2u.initi> sav- 
ings. a police spokesman told a 
news conference, vis. Velten.said 
by the head of the local murder 
commission to have the mild man- 
ners of a “favourite aunt." told 
police she killed her second hus- 
band. who was 67. in I 4 >7b and a 
lover in t after arguments. 
Doctors had attributed all the dea- 
ths to natural causes, but one of 
her daughters- in- law told police 
recently Ms. Velten had said after 
a row: “If you do not obey me you 
could end up like by husbands." 

French deserter 
admits killing 4 

CLERMONT-FERRAND. Fra- 
nce t R j — A 23-year-old deserter • 
from the French Foreign Legion 
has confessed to four murders 
committed over the past year in 
the rugged Ardeche Region ol 
central France, police said. They 
said Pascal Blanc was arrested in 
the town of Le vlont-Dore after 
being trailed from a nearby cam- 
ping site. They said his tent con- 
tained a sawn-off shotgun and a 
hand grenade. Blanc had been 
sought by police since the July 
I4N2 -.murder of Michele Petit, 
who ran a home for juvenile del- 
inquents in a small town near 
Clermont-Ferrand. He was also 
suspected of killing two young 
holiday-makers from the nor- 
theast town of Nancy, whose bod- 
ies were discovered in a cave in an 
Ardeche forest last April, and a 
Marseilles public works employee 
whose body was found last week. 


Girl sets new 
snake-sitting record 

DURBAN. South Africa iRl 
An 1 S-year-oJd South African 
girl. Sherilene Swanepoei. has set 
a new world record for living in a 
cage with venomous snakes. South 
African television reported. At 
noon vlonday she passed the pre- 
vious 66-day record and said she 
wnuid remain in the cage with 
mambas, cobras, boomslang and 
other snakes lor another 24 hours. 
Sherilene. who was allowed out of 
the cage for only one .hour each 
day. told reporters recently: "l 
think it will take me at least six 
months or a year, maybe forevee 
to get over this experience." 
Asked vlonday why she had done 
it. Sherilene replied: “It was pure 
madness." 




